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From the President’s Corner  

The Cones Gazete is he news-
leer o he Florida Cones
Group (FCG). The Gazee is pub-
lished quarerly and nocaons
or inpu and publicaon will be
on he FCG reecor. Please
send inpu o Mary Brown,
N4GL, n4gl.mary@gmail.com.
MS Word documens are pre-
erred, or ype your arcle ino
he body o an email. Picures
are encouraged. Please include
names, call signs, and locaon/
even when possible. All inpu is
subjec o eding prior o publi-
caon.

 

Inside this issue: 

From the President’s
Corner, Chris Plumblee, 
W4WF 

1

FC G Dues Changes, 
Chris Plumblee, W4WF

2

K3S Trouble 
Shootout: The Good, 
The Bad and The Ug-
ly, Wolf Heeren, 

4

25th FQP & Ian Up-
date, Dan Street, K1TO

8

A D X-pedition to Ice-
land, George Wagner, 
TF/K5KG 

9

More D X-pedition to 
Iceland, Steve Haw-
ley,TF/K4EU & Tom 
Small, TF/K4NMR

12 

FCAP Approved Con-
tests thru December 
2022, 
Stan Zawrotny, K4SBZ

17 

Chris Plumblee, W4WF, FCG Presiden 

 
Volume 29, Issue 4 

 
October 2022 

Contest Gazette 
Florida Contest Group 

www.floridacontestgroup.com 

Greengs o my ellow FCG members a he sar o anoher all cones
season! Depending on how you mark he beginning o he “major” con-
es season, i’s eiher righ around he corner or passed a relavely
shor me ago. The rs CQWW DX cones, on RTTY, has passed. In
less han wo weeks, CQWW SSB will ake over he bands, ollowed closely by Sweep-
sakes CW and SSB, CQWW CW, he ARRL 160m cones, he ARRL 10m cones, he
RTTY Roundup, January NAQP CW, CQWW 160m, and I could go on and on.  

I sae QSO pares are your hing, he las o 2022’s SQPs are nished or now, and
requen parcipans (like AA4TI and K4SBZ) will be counng up heir poins and aim-
ing o improve heir scores nex year. 

I enjoyed seeing a number omembers a he Melbourne Hames a ew weeks ago,
including some longme members ha I hadn’ seen in several years, like W4UM and
K4NST (ex W4DKB). The cones orum was relavely well-aended given ha I
ubbed he sar me, so my apologies o anyone who showed up a 11am expecng
he cones orum. The ARRL had asked he orum organizers i hey could have wo
adjacen hours, and I agreed o move our orum o 10am bu evidenly didn’ commi
he change o memory. My sincere apologies. 

Aendance a he hames seemed o be a lile down rom pre-pandemic years, bu i
was a good chance or olks o gaher and socialize. PCARS, he organizing club, was
celebrang he 57h edion o he hames his year. The FCG and he FQP owe a lo o
Melbourne as well; iwas on rides rom he wes coas over o Melbourne ha K4OJ
and K1TO (along wih WD4AHZ and likely ohers) noed ha los o inerior counes
hrough which hey were driving didn’ have a lo o people in hem, and probably
were prey rare in USA-CA. Those conversaons led indirecly o he revived Florida
QSO Pary in 1997. 

The FCG used o mee a a pizza place in Melbourne or lunch on Saurday o he ham-
es. Tha radion gradually changed o a meeng on Saurday afernoon eauring
and early dinner hosed or many years by K9ES and Sylvia. Incidenally, iwas grea o
cach up wih Sylvia and Eric over he weekend, as Eric has been slowed up a grea
deal by healh problems in he las ew years. Due in large par o Eric’s healh, hey
sold heir home on Ohio S. in Melbourne where hey had hosed club meengs afer
he hames or more han 10 years.  

 

Connued on nex page…. 



 

                    Contest Gazette 
                October 2022                                                      2   

 

As I menoned in my July column, he FCG ocers have
recognized ha here are low-cos, ubiquious vide-
oconerencing soluons available, and here is no rea-
son ha we can’ ake advanage o hem o hold
meengs on a regular (or a leas semi-regular) basis.
For many years, he FCG has had only 2-3 meengs per
year, aMelbourne, a Orlando, and occasionally a For
Walon Beach or Tampa or anoher hames in he
sae. We used he email reecor beween meengs o
oser camaraderie, and many local groups me inor-
mally as well. While ha siuaon worked or many
years, we recognize ha here is an appee among
some o our members o meemore ofen, and solu-
ons exis hamake he logiscs o virual meengs
rivial. So, we are beginning a series omonhly
meengs his monh! I hope you were able o join us
or he meeng on Thursday evening, Ocober 20 wih
he Ialian WRTC organizers o ask quesons and hear
an updae on he planning or ha even. We have a
number o reerees in our club (NX4N, W4LT, and K5KG
among hem) and FCG has been a srong supporer o
prior WRTC evens in New England in 2014 and in Ger-
many in 2018.  

We hope ha he WRTC meeng was enjoyable, and
we will be hosng uure meengs, eiher monhly or
semi-monhly, including speakers on oher opics ha
are o general ineres. Speakers will come rom inside
and ouside o he club. We had recruied or someone
o voluneer o coordinae hese meengs going or-
ward, buwe were unsuccessul in idenying any can-
didaes a his me. Afer discussing wih he remain-
der o he ocers, we decided ha he opporuniy o
ge ogeher as a club was oo valuable o orego, so
we agreed o assume responsibiliy or he planning or
he rs ew meengs, in hopes ha someone will eel
led o voluneer. I you’re ineresed in helping, individ-
ually or as a par o a eam wih some o your riends
wihin he club, please reach ou o me direcly! 

(FCGWRTC Presenaon Now Available on Zoom.
Check FCG reecor or link and password.) 

Finally, please look urher ino he newsleer or a
shor arcle abou a change in FCG’s dues policy. I you
have any quesons abou he changes, please send a
message o he reecor or direcly o me, and I’ll work
o answer i as horoughly as I can. 

F C G Dues C hanges 

Chris Plumblee, W4WF, FCG Presiden 

FCG Dues Policy Change – eecve January 1, 2023 

Afer exensive meengs and discussion among he
FCG ocers, we have made he decision o make he
club dues-oponal beginning on January 1, 2023. This
means ha, i you’re a member in good sanding on
December 31, 2022 you will no longer need o pay
dues o mainain your membership. I you were a
member in good sanding a some poin in he pas,
you may now rejoin he club wihou paying any dues.
Fuure members who have never paid dues will no
longer be required o pay dues eiher. 

This change in policy was a resul o discussion wih
oher large cones clubs, and in recognion o he
considerable me and eor ha K5KG and KW1K (sk)
expended chasing dues paymens rom delinquen
members each year. The change implies (o me) some
quesons, which I’ll aemp o sae and answer be-

low. Addional quesons ha I ail o ancipae can be
addressed on he reecor, o course. 

Wha happens o dues ha I prepaid (or example, I
paid $20 or our years’ dues in 2022)? 

The FCG is no in a posion o reund dues already pre-
paid. You’ll have o consider hose dues a conribuon
o he club. However, you could also hink o ha dues
paymen as he cos o your lieme membership. 

Howwill he club nance ongoing club acvies and
expenses? 

I is our inenon o go o a volunary conribuon
model or our members going orward. I he FCG is
valuable o you, we would ask ha you make a conri-
buon o he club o reec ha value. The conribu-
on can be $5 or $500, bu i can also be $0. I you
don’ have spare change, or you le he reques and
orge abou i, no hard eelings! We’re happy o have

Connued on nex page... 
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you conribung your score and parcipang in club
meengs and acvies.  

The cones dinner in Orlando, our larges even by
almos any measure, generally suppors isel nan-
cially. In 2022, because he club purchased he grand
prize or he dinner, hawas no he case. However,
in prior years he club has made a pro rom he din-
ner sucien o subsidize a down year or wo. We
expec ha siuaon o connue. Oher incidenal
expenses ha he club has (subscripons, plaque
sponsorships, ec.) are easily covered by dues income
each year, and we expec volunary conribuons o
be subsanally similar o dues income. 

Who is he new reasurer? How do I make a conri-
buon? 

We were very sad o lose KW1K over he summer, Joe
had served or a number o years as our reasurer and
had worked very closely wih K5KG.  

My wie, KI4GHK, has voluneered o serve as reasur-
er on an inerim basis. We’re sll working o ge our
club PayPal accoun se up and linked wih he new
bank accoun, and we have a medium-erm goal o
incorporae he club ormally o simpliy our banking
going orward. Those processes all ake me and mus
be  around my proessional and amily responsibili-
es, bu hey are on my mind almos every day and
I’mmaking wha progress I can. For he momen, he
only way o make conribuons is o mail a check o
my CBA, payable o Taylor Plumblee. Please mark he
check “FCG Conribuon.”We will announce on he
reecor when he club PayPal accoun is QRV and
oher procedures going orward. 

Why are we making his change? 

There was discussion among he ocers in he spring
abouwheher FCG needed o increase dues o $10
per year, or eliminae dues enrely. I spoke a Dayon
wih several people in leadership a oher large (> 300

member) cones clubs. Those whom I spoke wih
were universal in praising a dues-oponal srucure.
They said ha hey were able o raise a similar amoun
omoney, i nomore, in volunary conribuons as
compared wih heir previous dues srucure. Our pre-
sen dues srucure also creaes a lo o work or he
reasurer and or K5KG, who spend a signican
amoun o me in March and April o each year rack-
ing down people whose dues are expired o reques
ha hey pay dues or be dropped rom he roser. The
me ha hose wo ocers spen is easily 20-30 hours
which we would preer ha hey ge back, eiher o
spend wih heir own amily or on oher club obliga-
ons.  

Howwill his new dues policy work going orward? 

As we saed above, i you’re a member in good sand-
ing as o he end o 2022, your membership will con-
nue in good sanding in 2023 and beyond. I you’re
no a member buwish o join, you’ll be eligible or ull
membership once you submi a complee applicaon.
I you were a member in he pas and you were
dropped or ailing o pay dues, you’ll also need o sub-
mi a new applicaon, bu once you do so we’ll be
happy o reinsae your membership eecve on he
day we receive your applicaon. 

Honorary members (members who don’ live in Florida
even par o he year) will connue o be eligible or
honorary membership wih no dues paymen neces-
sary. I an honorary member moves o FL, eiher par-
me or ull-me, heir membership will conver o ull
membership when hey noy us o heir new address,
and we will change heir saus appropriaely. We will
connue o mainain he membership daabase online
in a similar ashion o whawe’ve done over he las
ew years. 

Furher quesons abou he new dues policy should be
addressed o me direcly or can be raised on he re-
ecor or he bene o everyone. 

Michael Cauley, W4ORL, General Chairman 
 

For more inormaon o include a descripon o each
voluneer posion needed and is dues and o sign up
go o: www.hamcaion.com/hamcaion-voluneer  

H amcation N eeds You!! 
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K3S Trouble Shootout:  T he Good, T he Bad and T he U gly 

Connued on nex page... 

Wolf Heeren, N N7C W 

N N7C W @GMX.com 

I am a huge an o Elecraf K3(S) ransceivers, despie once having dealwih
one which had a serious key clicks issue I wasn’ able o resolve. Back hen,
abou wo and a hal years ago, I raced i back o a keying-relaed oscilla-
on on he ransmi conrol line o he RF board, bu since ha line was con-
neced o several componen groups, including he DSP in he ron panel, I
wasn’ able o locae he roo cause o he oscillaon. Convinced ha I had
o nd and x he source o he oscillaon, I had asked Elecraf or suppor,
bu iwas he me when Covid19 sared and small companies were rying
o survive. I assume ha’s why I didn’ gemuch useul help and ended up
replacing he rig wih anoher K3S a riend was willing o sell. The replace-
men has worked awlessly ever since, so I orgo abou he rusraon wih
he broken one and when he opporuniy came, abou eighmonhs ago, I
didn’ hesiae o buy a second K3S which replaced my rusy K3 ha never
gave me any rouble. Lasly, I bough a hird K3S a week beore he 2022
WAE cones as a spare, and ha one I decided o es horoughly during
he cones. 

I sared Saurday morning and had a blas, bu no even one hour in he
game I received an email hamade me aware hamy signal was,
hrough key clicks, +/-600Hz wide. Did I end up wih ye anoher broken
K3S? To nd ou, I wen QRT and hooked up he supposedly bad rig o
my oscilloscope. 

 

Figure 1: Measuremen seup: K3S atached o a
50Ω load wih signal ap 

Figure 2: “Bad” K3S, ca. 5.5W, single cw pulse (30wpm) wih leading spike and
ollowing oscillaon 
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The measuremen showed a shor spike, ollowed
by a decaying ringing beore he acual cw pulse.
To my surprise, his looked exacly like wha I was
unsuccessully roubleshoong wo years ago! 

To be sure, I also measured my good K3S a he

same requency and power level. The signal

looked clean and no one had ever complained

abou i, so he resulwas consisen wih my on-
he-air experience. 

Figure 3: “Good” K3S, ca. 5.5W, single cw pulse at 30wpm  

Since I had been dealing wih anoher non-ham
radio relaed issue ha day, I posponed urher

rouble-shoong and pu he second K3S back in
place o do a leas a ew more WAE hours he nex

day. The nex day came and I ook o he airwaves.

Being resh meamean I had no rouble getng a

nice run going, bu i only ook 71 minues unl I

received anoher signal complain email, his me

eauring a nice image ha showed he exen o

he ugly mess my signal was apparenly causing.  

Figure 4: “Ugly” K3S during he 2022 WAE, day wo 

While he bad K3S produced a 1.2kHz-wide signal, he ugly K3S managed o pollue he specrum in a similar ashion,
bu over a whopping range o 3 kHz! I dawned on me ha his wasn’ a deec, bu raher a design issue, which prob-
ably has been addressed in my good K3S, since i happens o be he newes o hem  

The ollowing measuremen revealed ha he
ugly K3S was indeed worse han he bad one: 

Figure 5: “Ugly” K3S 11174, ca. 6W, single cw pulse a 30wpm
wih leading sharp oscillaon 

Connued on nex page...
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The shor spike I ound in he measuremen o he bad K3S was no here, bu he oscillaon had a much seeper rise
and larger ampliude, which explains why i occupied considerably more bandwidh. 

Having esablished all his, iwas me o nd ouwha he dierence was beween The Good, The Bad and The Ugly. 

To narrow hings down, I 

− did a ull rese, ollowed by a TX Gain Calibraon 
− loaded he conguraon o he good one ino he ugly one 
− veried ha he issue is independen o he 100W PA module 
− swapped each inerchangeable componen (including he ron panel) beween he good and he ugly 

None o he above made any dierence, which mean ha, similar o my ndings rom wo years ago, he problem had
o be locaed on he K3S RF board, which is he radio main board. Tx conrol line 7T is, among oher connecons,
hooked up o a TC4427 MOSFET driver and adjacen o i, per he schemacs, a 1uF ceramic capacior should be loca-
ed, a/c-shorening he line owards ground. The cap was presen in he good rig, bu he oher wo didn’ have i! I
seemed indeed possible ha ha cap could suppress he messy oscillaon on he 7T line, so I decided o give i a sho.  

Figure 6: Posion o he newly insalled 1uF ceramic cap (beore and afer) 

Figure 8: Phoenix rom he ashes: “The Ugly” beore (yellow) and afer (green) he x
Connued on nex page...
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So whawas he cause o he mess? 

7T is a bias line which, or ransmi, runs 7V DC o he ransmi pin diode secon which, insead o a relay, is par o
he rx/x swiching. The signal on ha line conained an unwaned oscillaon. As menoned beore, due o he lack
o being able o break ou he dieren secons ha are conneced o 7T, I haven’ been able o nd ouwha he
origin o he oscillaon is, bu i seems o be design-relaed, and no coming rom a auly componen. Eecvely,
he cap shorens he oscillaon o ground and ha cleans up he ransmi conrol signal on he line, which resuls in
a clean ransmi signal. 

I do no know i adding he cap alone is considered a revision, bu I noced ha RF board revisions in my rigs dier
quie a bi. To give anyone ineresed an overview, I lised he inormaon below. 

K3S s/n Key clicks? RF Board
Revision 

Capacior originally presen? 

10193 (replaced 2years
ago) 

Yes Likely B4 or older Unknown 

10925 (aka The Bad) Yes B4 No 

11174 (aka The Ugly) Yes B5 No 

11369 (aka The Good) No B8 Yes 

Table 1: K3S RF Board Revisions 

Final experimen: Disconnec o he cap in 11369 

To close he loop, I decided o careully disconnec one side o he acory-insalled 1uF capacior in 11369 o see i

his would cause he oscillaon o occur. Resul: As shown in Figure 9, wih he 1uF capacior disconneced, my previ-

ously clean K3S exhibied he same behavior han he oher wo rigs.  

Figure 9: l/h: Disconneced Elecraf-insalled cap in 11369, r/h: oscillaon presen 

Conclusion 

11369 had he cap acory-insalled, so I assume ha every rig ha is a rev. 8 or higher is xed. However, consider-
ing ha 11174 did no have i, i seems possible ha up o ~1200 K3S’s in he eld could produce unnecessarily wide
cw signals o varying exen. Thereore, my suggesons o every K3S owner are o es he cw keying pulse cleanli-
ness using an oscilloscope, or simply check i he rig has he capacior in place. I i does no have i, consider having
i added. 

Connued on nex page...
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I spoke wih Elecraf abou he issue. I undersood ha all K3S ha come back or service will be checked or he pres-
ence o he cap. I i is no in place, iwill be added. 

Wha abou he K3 (s/n lower han 10000) wih, or wihou he synhesizer upgrade? 

This repor only alks abou Elecraf K3S ransceivers s/n 10000 or higher. The RF board layou diers in older K3s (s/n
lower han 10000), so here won’ be any ceramic capacior in he exac same spo. I do no know i any K3 revision
ever had a similar issue, or, in case o a x, i he x was similar, bu jus in a dieren place on he board. Do no
aemp o apply his modicaon o a K3. 

A personal noe 

I wan o hank AA3B and N4XD or bringing my poor ransmi signal qualiy o my aenon. Also hanks o my neigh-
bor N4EEB, who had highlighed he bad signal omy rs K3S. I’m glad ha diry signals no longer seem o be some-
hing we choose o olerae silenly and I wan o encourage everyone o consrucvely cricize anyone whose signal
signicanly diers rom he norm. FCC Par 97.307 saes ha:  

(a) No amaeur saon ransmission shall occupy more bandwidh han necessary or he inormaon rae and emis-
sion ype being ransmied, in accordance wih good amaeur pracce.  

(b) Emissions resulng rommodulaon mus be conned o he band or segmen available o he conrol operaor.
Emissions ouside he necessary bandwidh mus no cause splaer or keyclick inererence o operaons on adja-
cen requencies. 

The above means ha imy radio clicks or splaers by deaul, I beer do somehing abou i, because I am responsi-
ble or qualiy omy ransmi signal. I canno blindly rely on he repuaon o a manuacurer, or hide behind he FCC
cercae a sample omy radio model once received. There’s always a chance ha a design revision urns ou o be
auly, no good enough (anymore), or somehing is noworking as i should. 

25th Florida Q S O  Party (F Q P) & Ian 

Dan Sree, K1TO, Vice Presiden, FQP 

FQP 2022  

− Log checking is done! 

− Resuls, records, plaques, chars  
o be done, hen wrie-up… 

 
Ian 

− No power or over 5 days 

− Cener moved jus E o us, so prevailing winds rom

N. Los 10M (only a Maco CB conversion), bu
6M7 above was ne, imsy a i is. Large ree
resng on low guy o 150' back ower. Plan in
place o saely replace guy by adding a emporary
guy. 

− Pool cage ripped o shreds 

− High (developmen called Magnolia Hill), so ood-
ing was a non issue 

− Cleanup will ake a long me 
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A D X -pedition to I C E L A N D 

Psalm Reading 

 

Connued on nex page….

 SAC CW— A Cones ha wasn’!  
George Wagner TF/K5KG 

The rs discussion abou a DX-pedion o Iceland goes back o a conversaon beween George, K5KG and Charlie,
K1XX. They kicked around he idea o going here o work a cones or jus o “run he pileups.” (Charlie and George
had operaed ogeher various mes in J7, KP2, PJ4 and VP2M.) A he me o ha conversaon, hey had no con-
acs in Iceland, oher han Alan, W4MQC who goes o Iceland occasionally where his son operaes a shing resor.1

To nd a local conac, George urned o he FOC member direcory, and locaed Oskar, TF3DC, he only FOC member
in Iceland. An email o Oskar go a quick reply ha Benni, TF3T is he person whom we should conac, as he is build-
ing a cones saon.  

A ollow up email o Benni led o a Zoom call in which he was quie recepve o a small group o us coming o Iceland
or a mul-operaor cones. He seemed quie ineresed in learning how o conduc a mul-op operaon, somehing
he had no done in he pas. We seled on he Scandinavian Acviy Cones, CW, as he arge cones or an opera-
on a his developing saon. 

In orming a eam, Charlie and George were immediaely on board. A call o Tom, K4NMR brough him on board, and
we each purchased round-rip ckes. George and Charlie would go or wo weeks, and Tom or a week. Then a
“monkey wrench”was hrown ino he works — The SAC was cancelled on July 15, 2022, by he SAC Cones Com-
miee “due o he ongoing war in he region and in consideraon o he IARU declaraon abou riendship beween
people.”2 We discussed his siuaon and decided o make he rip regardless o he SAC being cancelled. Wih rea-
sonable band condions and a good saon here should be many DX pileups o keep us busy! (I is our sincere hope
ha SAC will happen in 2023, and ha we will be able o pu Iceland on he map wih a serious eor rom Benni’s
saon.) 

Buwai, anoher seback — Charlie, K1XX had o cancel or personal reasons. This was a major disappoinmen, no
only o Charlie, bu o George as he and Charlie had done oher DX-pedions in he pas and knew wha an excellen
eam member Charlie would have been. To nd an alernae, a call was made o Seve, K4EU, a very experienced con-
eser and DX’er. A quick check by Seve wih his XYL secured his posion on he eam! 

 

Wih a eam now in place, serious planning began or he rip. Numerous emails and a ew Zooms were had wih Ben-
ni regarding saon equipmen, anennas, locaon o he shack, and oher maers, such as lodging, ransporaon,
ood and, mos imporanly, bahroom acilies. You see, he shack was in a very remoe area, a moonscape, i you
will, wih limied acilies. All hese maers were easily sored ou wih Benni’s help, and here were our plans: 

• Benni’s saon is locaed a he ormer SuperDARN3 radar insallaon on he souh coas, approximaely 4
km rom he Alanc black-sand beach. 

• Saon equipmenwould be wo Elecraf K3’s wih ampliers. 

1Alan told us that you do not need to have an Icelandic ham license. A copy of the CEPT agreement is the only thing required. A
vehicle can be rented with a credit card and a US driver’s license. He cautioned that rent cars are expensive; ours was $3k for two
weeks. 
2https://www.sactest.net/blog/ 
3https://www.research.lancs.ac.uk/portal/en/upmprojects/iceland-west-superdarn-radar(8ed4aa13-f8f6-45d1-82fb-
c5371faedd56).html



 

                    Contest Gazette 
                October 2022                                                      10   

• Anennas would be monoband Yagi’s or 40-20-15-10 (xed eas and wes), and vercals and beverages or
he low bands. A roaable LP was available or 20-10m, including WARC bands. All Yagi’s would be on pre-
exisng 50 f SuperDARN owers. 

• We would ren a summer house arranged by Benni. Locaon was a 30+ minue drive rom he QTH. We
would ren a car a he Keavik airpor. 

• A nearby own o Seloss (20 mins rom he QTH) had uel, groceries, and resaurans. Even nearer o QTH
was a small own o Sokkseyr ha had a gas saon, sore and, yes, oile acilies. 

 
To undersand he TF3D saon ha Benni and his broher, Gudmi, TF3SG are developing, i is imporan o know he
hisory o he SuperDARN radar (non-amaeur) sie where he QTH is locaed. To quoe rom he web sie reerenced
in oonoe #2:  

“The Iceland Wes radar is locaed a 63°51'37.2"N 21°01'51.4"W (63.860333, -21.030944) near he own o
Sokkseyri in Iceland. The Radar rounely measures he srucure and dynamics o he upper amosphere wih-
in an area o several million square kilomeres beween Iceland and Norh America. I is par o he Super Dual
Auroral Radar Nework (SuperDARN) o over hiry similar radars around he world, whose purpose is o aid
undersanding o he eec o he Sun and he aurora (he Norhern and Souhern Lighs) on he upper amos-
phere, and is ineracons wih he lower amosphere and hence our climae.” 
 

The SuperDARN projec began in April 2013 and ended in March 2016. Afer he SuperDARN’s decommissioning, he
sie was no used, and wen ino a sae o disrepair as evidenced by he deerioraon o he log periodic anennas.
Evenually, Benni was able o obain a long-erm lease on he propery, he owers, and anennas or a nominal annu-
al ee. This accouns or Benni’s righs and abiliy o conver he sie o an amaeur radio aciliy, which is an enor-
mous on-going ea on his par. 
 
When Seve and George rsme Benni and arrived a he sie, we enered he lone building — he “shack” — o see
a large room wih a lo o ham gear and projecs ha Benni had underway. Iwas only hen ha we began o realize
wha a skilled crafsman he was — ruly an exper in building anennas, designing and insalling an anenna swiching
nework, designing and building (rom scrach) a solid sae KW amplier, designing and building monoband Yagis,
also rom scrach, and insalling hem on 50 f owers…he lis goes on and on! Our appreciaon o Benni and Gud-
mi’s many skills and heir very pleasing personalies connued hroughou our enre visi.  
 
Once we recovered rom our inial shock o whawe had goen ourselves ino — and I say his wih posive recollec-
ons — we proceeded o se up wo saons. Saon A: Benni’s K3 plus he KW auo-uned, solid-sae amp, and Sa-
on B: George’s K3 plus KPA500 amp. Logging was done wih N1MM+ and DXLog. 
 
Anenna selecon a Saons A and B was done wih a mouse click on a compuer a each saon. The only hing in
his auomaon ha Benni had no ye implemened was a way o preven boh saons rom simulaneously access-
ing he same anenna. We were cauoned abou ha and, wih a lile aenon, his was never a problem.  
 
Benni’s long-erm plan is o have eighmonoband Yagis or 40, 20, 15, 10m. Four acing wes (NA), and our acing
eas (EU). Because o Iceland’s high winds and brual winers, he avoids he use o roors on he anennas. The only
excepon is a 20-10m Opbeam roaable LP on one o he 50 f owers. We used his RLP heavily on he WARC
bands.  
 

Connued on nex page….
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For 80m here was a ull-size vercal ha perormed exremely well. The soil in he area is very swampy, so he
earh ground mus have been quie good. On 160m, he had a less-han-ull-size vercal, bu here was a eedline
problem, so we never made i o Top Band. There were wo Beverage arrays whose direcons were swichable N-E-
S-W in he anenna marix. The Beverages were very direconal and exremely eecve.  
 
Our daily roune was o make he rek rom he summer house o Seloss o visi he local GK Bakari (bakery) or
coee and pick-up lunches and, rom here, on o he QTH. Enering he propery was always ascinang, because
he unpaved road wen hrough an area wih sheep and small Icelandic horses. Benni had cordoned o he QTH
wih elecric encing, so we had o pass hrough hose barriers o ge o he shack. Once in he shack, we quickly
red up he rigs and resumed working he consan pileups. During our wo weeks, collecvely we made 8,437
QSOs. In addion o he pileups, George worked he FOC QSO Pary and one CWT session, and Seve enered wo
CWT sessions. Addionally, Oskar, TF3DC visied one afernoon and logged 34 QSOs on 12, 17 and 30m. Oskar is a
close riend o Benni, and had been ollowing his work, bu his was his rs visi o Benni’s QTH. 
 
We had requess or 80 and 160m QSOs. We could do 80m, bu no 160m because o he auly eedline. Since our
daily operaons were in he dayligh hours, we wice arranged o say lae o work 80m which would open around
midnigh or laer, i i opened a all. Driving home lae was hazardous, as he roads were dark, and he enrance o
our summer house was ricky o nd in he dark. On he rs lae-nigh’s say, Seve logged only 3 QSOs on 80m, and
on he second lae-nigh, Tom pu 82 QSOs in his log. This sased Jack, W4JS, who was our number one requeser
or 80m! 
 
All QSOs have been added o LoTW, and prined cards are on he way rom Gennady, UX5UO. 
 
Toal QSOs by he eam: 

There are over wo hundred licensed amaeurs in Iceland, bumany
are no acve on HF. In he pileups, here seemed o be a hunger or
CQ ZONE 40, ITU Zone 174, IOTA EU-021, and TF conacs on a parcu-
lar band or mode. Our operaon would have been 100% CW, bu or
one excepon. This was o honor a reques rom Je, N8II or a phone
conac! George obliged and gave Je SSB conacs on 10 & 12m, plus
CW on 10, 12, 17 and 40m. 

In concluding his sory, I wan o repea how enjoyable iwas being
wih Benni, Gudmi and Oskar, and meeng he riendly, pleasan Ice-
landers and vising heir incredibly inriguing island. And oer a spe-
cial hanks o Benni’s in-laws, George, and Bjorn or he use o heir
very comorable summer house.  

 

We are hopeul ha he Scandinavian Acviy Coneswill happen in 2023, and hawe will be able o nally repre-
sen Iceland in his very special cones. 

4Iceland is the only country in ITU Zone 17  

BAND TOTAL TEAM QSOS 

10 58 
12 476 

15 1860 

17 1642 

20 2536 

30 1305 

40 475 

80 85 

  8437 

Connued on nex page….



 

                    Contest Gazette 
                October 2022                                                      12   

T F/K4E U              More D X -pedition to I C E L A N D               T F/K4 N MR  

TF/K4EU—Seve Hawley 
 

George/K5KG, Seve/K4EU and Tom/K4NMR operaed
rom Iceland (IOTA EU-021), Sepember 6 – 20, 2022.
The rip was originally planned or he SAC CW Cones
buwhen he SAC was cancelled, he eam decided o
operae CW-only running pileups. Addionally, George
was able o operae he FOC QSO Pary. 

Our hos was Benni/TF3T who leases he TF3D QTH
some 70km (50 miles) souheas o Reykjavik near he
village o Sokkseyri 20km (12 miles) souh o Seloss.
Benni was enormously helpul wih he logiscal ar-
rangemens while building and insalling monoband Ya-
gi's a he saon. Helping Benni were his broher, Gud-
mi/TF3SG and Oskar/TF3DC.  

The TF3D saon is a ormer SuperDARN radar insalla-
on which was decommissioned in 2019 and urned
over o Benni in 2021 by he Space Plasma Environmen
and Radio Science Group a Lancaser Universiy. 20+
heavy duy 50' owers, moswih LPs on op, are par o
he aciliy. Benni and Gudmi are currenly reconguring
and rebuilding some LPs or Amaeur Radio use. During
our me here, in operaon were 5 and 6 elemenmon-
obanders or 10, 15, and 20 plus a 5-band roaable
Opbeam. A he end o our visi, hey compleed build-
ing and insalling a 2-elemen 40-meer monobander.
This is amazing engineering/homebrewing work com-
pleed mosly by Benni wih assisance rom Gudmi. As
or radios, wo K3's are available along wih wo KW am-
pliers, one commercially made and he oher home-
brewed by Benni. SWR is a on all bands and no uning
is required!!!! In addion o he anennas menoned
above, 80- and 160-meer vercals are available, along
wih Beverages or receive, wih an auomaed compu-
er swiching marix designed by Benni. We canno say
enough abou Benni's very pleasing personaliy and his
amazing engineering and mechanical abilies!!!! 

Wemade 8400+ CW QSOs during our me in Iceland. 

TF/K4NMR—Tom Small 

During my ve days in Iceland, I did no do any ouring
o speak o bu go ino a daily roune ha proved o
be ineresng, rewarding, and grea un. Each morning
early, a quick breakas o coee, eggs and oas was
pu ogeher by eiher TF/K5KG or me, TF/K4NMR.
Then enroue o he TF3D cones radio saon, we
would make a mandaory sop a a very nice bakery in
he small own o Seloss or an addional coee and a
sandwich o go or lunch laer in he day. TF3D is loca-
ed abou 5 or 6 kilomeers jus norh o Sokkseyri, a
very small own on he souh coas o Iceland wih
abou 511 souls as o he las census. Sokkseyri is a
sea level and ofen would suer exreme dal ooding
unl he volcanic rock levee was pu in years ago. On
page 15 here is a phoo o Tom, TF/K4NMR on he
access road leading o TF3D wih is anenna arm and
he radio shack in he small brown building in he back-
ground.  

Our hos Benni and his broher Gudmi are erric am-
bassadors o Ham Radio, conesng and radio spor. 

Well done! 

Wes-acing 10, 15, 20m Yagis and SuperDARN Log Peri-
odic anennas, all on 50 f owers.

Connued on nex page….
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Wes-acing 10m Yagi going up wih help o a man-lif. Ex SuperDARN building is now he TF3D Shack. 

Benni, TF3T, Seve, TF/K4EU, George, TF/K5KG.
Saons A & B in he background. 

Lunch in Reykjavik — Oskar, TF3DC, George, TF/K5KG, Seve, TF/
K4EU, Benni, TF3T. 

Connued on nex page….
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Seve, TF/K4EU in he Shack. Anenna marix on
back wall. 

Tom, TF/K4NMR a Saon A: K3 and home-brew solid-
sae KW amp. 

Oskar, TF3DC enjoying a pile up.

George, TF/K5KG a Saon B: K3 and KPA500 amp. An-
enna marix on back wall. 

Connued on nex page….
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George, TF/K5KG ou on he swampy “moonscape”. 

Seve, TF/K4EU a he enrance holding elecric
ence insulaor. 

Tom, TF/K4NMR wih Wes-acing SuperDARN
Log Periodic anennas. 

Tom, TF/K4NMR wih Benni and Gudmi preparing he 2el
40m Yagi or insallaon. 

Connued on nex page….
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Benni aop he ower wih he new 2el Wes-
acing 40m Yagi. 

Benni and Gudmi preparing he Eas-acing 15m
Yagi or insallaon. 

Benni putng nishing ouches on he
Wes-acing 10m Yagi. 
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F C A P Approved C ontests thru D ecember 2022 

San Zawrony, K4SBZ 
FCG Frequen Coneser Program Adminisraor 

 

 

4 to 10 July 2023
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The Florida Cones Group (FCG), an ARRL aliaed club, is Florida’s
amaeur radio cones club. I’s members share a common ineres in
he spor o amaeur radio conesng. FCG members have a wide
range o conesng experience, rom beginners oWorld Champions.
They willingly share heir knowledge and skills o promoe ham radio
conesng in Florida. Members, who number in excess o 300, range
rom Jacksonville o Souh Florida. FCG has a “Panhandle” division or
hose conesers living in he Florida Panhandle who are ouside he
ARRL’s 175 mile “club circle”. 
 

The Florida Cones Group suppors and encourages all ypes o con-
esng, rom HF o ligh, all modes, power classes and skill levels. 
 

Presiden 
Chris Plumblee, W4WF 

Orlando, FL 
chris.plumblee@gmail.com 

 

Vice Presiden 
George Wagner, K5KG 

Sarasoa, FL 
k5kg@k5kg.com 

 

Vice Presiden – Florida QSO Pary 
Dan Sree, K1TO 
Myakka Ciy, FL 
k1o@aol.com 

 

Treasurer (Inerim) 
Taylor Plumblee, KI4GHK 

Orlando, FL 

 

Secreary 
Fred K9VV/NP2X & Lisa W4LIS Kleber 

USVI 
k9vv@arrl.net 

 

Newsleter 
Mary Brown, N4GL 

Ocala, FL 
n4gl.mary@gmail.com 

 

Web Page 
Je Clarke, KU8E 
Ellerslie, GA 

ku8e@ku8e.com 

The Florida Contest Group 

 “I love conesng. There is somehing
abou he camaraderie, discipline and
knowledge conesng demands ha
s me; i doesn’  everyone . . . bu
i sure s me.” – JimWhie, K4OJ (SK)  

I you would like o purchase an FCG shir, you may
conac Joyce Ann a Schin’Waves in Sara-
soa. Joyce Ann has boh Orange and Whie FCG
shirs and FCG has i you are ineresed. She em-
broiders he FCG Shirs wih he FCG Logo and Firs
Names and Call Signs. Has are embroidered wih
he Call Sign. 
  
Schin’Waves 
Joyce Ann Wrigh 
ja@schinwaves.com 
941-929-1155 

F C G  Shirts 

 To place an order, send an email o Joyce Ann, and
provide he ollowing inormaon: 
 

• Ideny yoursel as an FCG member 
• Firs and Las Name 
• Call Sign 
• Mailing Address (no a PO Box) 
• Size o shir 
• Color: Orange or Whie 

  


