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Contest Gazette 
ǿǿǿΦƅƻǊƛŘŀŎƻƴǘŜǎǘƎǊƻǳǇΦƻǊƎ 

Greetings, fellow FCG Members! 

I trust that you're all enjoying the beginning of summer and 
the return of high temperatures, high humidity, and near-
daily rainstorms as the sea breezes collide over the peninsula. 
Make sure that your antennas, rotors, and radios are all dis-
connected when you're not using them, as lightning season 
has returned in earnest! 

I understand that 6m conditions during the recent ARRL June 
VHF contest were only mediocre, but that conditions in the 
week before the contest were excellent! I hope many of you 
who enjoy VHF got on and chased some rare grids and coun-
tries. K1TO, NF4A, N4WW, and a few others managed to work a 5H on 6m before the 
contest for a new country for all of them. K1HTV up in Virginia managed a QSO with 
China in the same week, though I understand that opening did not extend this far south. 
Activity continues to build on 6m, though, and it's only a matter of time before condi-
tions to Asia improve for us here in Florida, and some lucky DXer will snag another 
new country (and zone?). 

The most recent DX contest on the traditional modes was WPX CW at the end of May. 
2026 was the first time in recent memory that the contest didn't fall on Memorial Day 
weekend, so I hope everyone was able to enjoy the family BBQ without being too sleep
-deprived from the contest. I operated as a part of the NI4W M2 team at N4WW, and 
we had a great time and appear to be leading the pack for US M/2 at this time. K9CT 
chose to activate NH8S for the contest, disappointing many who hoped for an unex-
pected reactivation of Swain's Island; his FB team finished 2nd in the US. 

Conditions seemed relatively good, though summertime conditions were definitely in 
evidence. 20m was open for about 44 of the 48 hours, with a definite lull around mid-
day each day. 15m was not as good as it could have been, though we didn't help our-
selves with an antenna failure on the heretofore very reliable 6-element 15m OWA. 
40m conditions were very good on the first night, with a (relatively) quiet band and 
good conditions to EU to grab those tasty, tasty 6-point QSOs. 10m was pretty much a 
wash; we went there for a few SA QSOs, but it's seldom worth abandoning 20m for 
10m in this contest unless conditions on 10m are really good. 80m was 80m in the sum-
mertime - a few good signals when the local static dropped sufficiently, though for a 
single op in Europe, it's hard to imagine it's worth spending a lot of time there when 
there are easier QSOs to make on 40m. 

Rewinding a bit to the end of April, we had another great edition of the FQP, thanks in 
large part to many of you who took the time to activate your home county or several 
counties as a mobile or expedition. Thanks again to NX4N's huge effort, we had great 
mobile coverage in otherwise inactive counties and many county sweeps by our friends 
from outside the state. OM2VL made his usual Herculean effort from Eastern EU. 

mailto:dave@nf6p.com
http://www.floridacontestgroup.com
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There were many other highlights, though the X-class 
flares on Friday and Saturday were definitely lowlights. 
AD4EB and Melanie traveled down from TN and, as in 
2025, set the bar very high in the mobile categories, 
though Jim's QSO totals dropped a bit from 2025 due to 
poorer conditions. N4KM and I, masquerading as 
K4OJ, struggled with new RF gremlins and an abbrevi-
ated route due to an obligation I had on Sunday after-
noon, so we ended the contest running about 30 W (to 
avoid knocking the Winkey offline) and didn't hit as 
many counties as we did in 2025. However, we plan to 
soldier on next year, with improvements (including in-
stalling the antennas and rig in the car before the week 
of the contest in 2027!). 

Turning the calendar forward, Field Day is coming up 
in about two weeks (as of this writing). Many local 
clubs depend on their resident FCG member to provide 
BIC and anchor their Field Day efforts. If that sounds 
like you, then try to welcome some more casual opera-
tors into the tent (or RV or trailer) to look over your 
shoulder while you're operating. If it's slow, consider 
giving them some chair time as well. I remember well 
the outreach I received at my first few Field Days, and I 
distinctly recall sitting next to K9ES (now a SK) at a 
W4MLB Field Day about 20 years ago for several 
hours, trying to copy CW while Eric operated.  

Finally, on the horizon two weeks after Field Day is the 
IARU HF Championship, which will include WRTC 
2026. I know of a number of members planning to at-
tend, including NN7CW representing our qualification 
area as a competitor and NF4A serving as a referee. 
Apologies to anyone whom I left off my list, as I'm go-
ing from memory. 

WRTC works better when there are plenty of people on 
the air from everywhere chasing the competitors, so I 
would ask you to get on and point your beams toward 
G. Most of the activity will be on CW, but don't sleep 
on SSB. The WRTC competitors will have self-spots 
when they make two consecutive QSOs on the same 
frequency on SSB, so they should be a little bit easier to 
find than the average G with a tribander and wires and 
100W. There will be extensive publicity on social media 
and the WRTC website in the week prior to the event, 
including the announcement of the competitors' call sign 
blocks. 

I hope everyone is enjoying a healthy dose of air condi-
tioning as the summer begins, and our snowbird mem-
bers are enjoying their return to cooler northern cli-
mates. I'll see lots of you on the air for Field Day and 
IARU in the next few weeks, and look for emails from 
NK4O recruiting for the summer NAQPs later in July 
and August as well.               73/OJ/LN, Chris W4WF 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ C/D ±t 
bYпh - !ΦWΦ {ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴ  
Fire Up the Shacks:  
Summer NAQP 2026 is 
Around the Corner!  
 
If the blistering Florida heat 
has you looking for an excuse 
to stay inside the air-
conditioned shack, 
the National Contest Journal's North American 
QSO Party (NAQP) summer series is exactly what 
the doctor ordered. 

NAQP is widely recognized as one of the absolute 
best contest series in amateur radio. Thanks to a 
strict 100-watt low-power limit (no amplifiers al-
lowed!) and a straightforward exchange of Name 
and State/Province, the playing field is entirely 
level. Small stations and simple wire dipoles can gen-
erate massive runs right alongside the mega-stations. 
It's fast, accessible, and an absolute blast from start to 
finish. 
 

Mark Your Calendars:  
The Summer 2026 Lineup 
 
Each event runs for a tight 12-hour window, kicking 
off at 1800 UTC Saturday and wrapping up at 0559 
UTC Sunday. Lock in these dates, clear your 
schedules, and get your logging software ready: 
 
¶ NAQP RTTY: Saturday, July 18, 2026 
¶ NAQP CW: Saturday, August 1, 2026 
¶ NAQP SSB: Saturday, August 15, 2026 

 

The FCG Multi-Two (M/2) Battle Royale! 
 
This summer, we want to prime the pump and inject 
some serious adrenaline into the Florida Contest 

Group base. We are issuing a 
challenge to the membership: 
let's see a heavy turnout 
of Multi-Two (M/2)   
operations across the state! 
Pool resources with a few 
local club members, invite an 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ мл 
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Despite what may be the only pair of X flares this year  
occurring on Friday and depressing weekend conditions,  
the 2026 Florida QSO Party (FQP) participants persevered  
very well.  The 739 entrants generated 1076 logs and over 
155,000 raw QSOs, despite an unusually poor Sunday  
for most.  
 
The biggest group was the many stations - home and club - that made FL very active.   
 
"US BIRTHDAY" repeated twice with N4 and W4 prefixes for each letter had the 20 
hosts making a combined 34,247 QSOs.  All were mixed mode.  516 stations were preliminarily awarded the 
1x1 sweep with the first in the 16th minute! 
 
Mobiles and Expeditions were both up this year to levels not seen in many years, despite the temporary in-
crease in gas prices.  For the umpteenth time, all Counties were active on CW.  As a result, many swept the 67 
FL Counties.  The story is that SSB may have also produced activity from all of the Counties!   
 
It's interesting that the Single Op winner from outside FL was N6MU from California 3 times a couple of sun-
spot cycles ago, but despite lots of activity, there hasn't been a western winner, or even a semi-close partici-
pant, since.  Is FL preoccupied with beaming N to the population center?  Is it just that ops don't flock to 15 & 
10 Meters like they used to? 
 
Thanks to all of those who support this FCG-sponsored event!  
Thanks! Vy 73, Dan 

5ŀƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ Yм¢h 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

CƭƻǊƛŘŀ v{h tŀǊǘȅ 

the weekend of 11th/12th July, during the IARU 
HF Championship Contest.  

Florida Contest Group members have the oppor-
tunity to work these WRTC stations with this event 
inside of a contest.  If you do the math, those 50 
teams competing in the WRTC equal 250 CW 
QSOôs and 250 SSB QSOôs.  That could be a lot of 
points across 80-40-20-15 and 10 meters bands 
during the IARU FH Championship.  Plus, the 
WRTC if offering awards for working the teams. 
The WRTC event will be 
live on a dedicated online 
platform provided by World 
Radio League. This is a live 
scoreboard where you can 
track your favorite team in 
real time. Also, when 

CƭƻǊƛŘŀ v{h tŀǊǘȅ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 

²w¢/τ¢ƘŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜǎǝƴƎ 
 
 
 
 

On July 8th, 2026, competitors 
from around the amateur radio 
world will gather in the United 
Kingdom. They bring qualifica-
tions of excellence in the art of 
radio sport. 50 teams of two with 

an assigned referee will spread out in the area near 
South East England.  They will be allocated an HF op-
erating sight that mirrors the operating conditions of 
each team. This in an effort to equal the playing field 
to skill, not equipment. This once every 4 year event is 
called the World Radio Team Championship. Who 
will reign supreme?  How do you play a part?  WRTC 
takes place during the 24 hour SSB/CW contest over 

5ŀǾŜ YŀƭŀƘŀǊΣ bCсt  
9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ C/D DŀȊŜǧŜ 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ мм 
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I attended the Dayton Hamvention again in 2026. This year, 
I opted to attend Contest University on Thursday, so I flew 
up to Cincinnati on Wednesday afternoon. I was joined by 
NK4O, who was serving as a professor at CTU this year and 
was attending his first Hamvention. We rented a car at CVG 
and drove up to Xenia, about a 90-minute drive despite rush
-hour traffic in Cincinnati.  

I enjoyed CTU a great deal. It was the first time Iôve attend-
ed any of the sessions; where else can you spend a day with 
friends you havenôt met yet, talking about your favorite ac-
tivity? I attended talks by N4GG, K5ZD, K1DG, W3YQ, 
NK4O, and W3LPL. There were lots of small items to take 
away; I learned about magnetic interference from inline AC/
DC converters (like you probably have on your laptop). The 
interference from these devices decreases with the cube of 
the distance, but if your laptop power supply (or your Step-
pIR controller power supply) is near your coax, it may cause 
new noise on certain bands. The good news is that you can 
solve the problem simply by moving the coax a few inches 
from the power supply. 

The sessions are full of little tips like thisésmall things that 
you can file away and perhaps use in the future at your own 
station or in your own experience. The exception to that is 
W3YQôs tower safety session, which he gives every year. 
Tim is a very experienced tower climber who has worked in 
commercial and amateur stations for > 40 years. Even 
though I donôt climb, his session is a good reminder of best 
practices for managing tower climbing and safety, and every 
element of it was helpful, given the serious consequences of 
being careless. 

Last but not least, NK4Oôs session on POTA and contesting 
quickly turned into a how-to guide for FQP mobile opera-
tions, as AJ discussed integrating POTA operations with 
contesting in various state QSO parties and other events. He 
correctly noted that POTA activity is growing in parallel 
with contesting, but there is relatively little crossover at the 
top 5% in either niche. However, there are rich opportuni-
ties for crossover in the bottom 95% of both activities; more 
casual contesters could benefit from being more active in 
POTA, and POTA activators have a natural synergy with 
contests. 

Thursday night was the CWOps dinner at Dayton. It was 
only the third or fourth iteration of that event at Dayton, and 
I think theyôre finding their sea legs with the planning and 
implementation. I ended up sitting right at the front next to 
the podium with NK4O and a bunch of friendly W1s, in-
cluding longtime friends W1WEF and K1EP. Rather than 
having one primary speaker, several attendees gave short 
talks, though the primary activity was giving out a large 
number of donated prizes to various attendees.  

Continuing my streak, I didnôt 
win anything, and we beat a hasty 
retreat back to the Hope Hotel. 

After the appetizer on Thursday, 
we were on to the main event on 
Friday and Saturday. Hamvention 
at the fairgrounds is almost too 
much to take in. Itôs like Ham-
cation spread out into more build-
ings with more people. I always 
run into lots of familiar callsigns 
from around the country. I spot-
ted K2GO in his FCG shirt mas-
querading as CX7TT (his old callsign from Uruguay) 
across one of the buildings. I had a longer chat with the 
gang who traveled up to Xenia from the PCARS club in 
Melbourne, including K4JC and K5LD, who spent a 
week before Hamvention traveling and activating POTA 
parks from VE3 down to central Ohio. 

Saturday was another day at the fairgrounds to catch the 
contest forum (always a highlight). This year, among 
other excellent talks, M0DXR gave an address about 
WRTC 2026, outlining plans for the competition and the 
fundraising status. FCG was mentioned prominently in 
Markôs presentation (though I forgot to grab a photo) as 
a result of our >$5,000 donation following the contest 
dinner in February. Saturday night is the big contest din-
ner with about 500 in attendance at the Hope Hotel. 
There were four inductees into the CQ Contest Hall of 
Fame in 2026, including my longtime friend K8AZ, 
who broke up the east coast party of the other inductees 
(KR2Q, K1XM, and K1RX). 

Each night, the hospitality suites were in full swing (at 
least until midnight or so). What was the 1 am or 2 am 
Pizza Party 20 years ago has morphed into the 10 pm 
pizza party these days, as everyone is 20 years older and 
canôt stomach greasy, spicy pizza so late at night any-
more.  

If youôve never attended Hamvention, I strongly suggest 
you try it once. Itôs a great gathering of the biggest 
names in contesting, and you can get a lot of value for 
the time you spend at the event. Reservations just 
opened for the Hope Hotel in 2027, and I understand 
that they closed after about half an hour. However, there 
are always rooms available about two weeks before 
Hamcation when canceled rooms become available. 
Once you have your room at the Hope Hotel, you can 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ мн 
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What a great ride and new double-firsts for me in FQP:  SO/
No Driver and operating county lines.  Quick Summary of 
my road trip (no score here ï see 3830) 

¶ 26 Counties (22 unique), 14 planned stops w/ all but 
two at county lines 

¶ Total Time On 07:21 (441 mins) 

¶ Planned operating time was a bit over 9 hours, but I 
had a PC 'fly in the ointment' - details below. 

THE GOOD: 

After a 13-year hiatus, this was the first Time I had operated 
FQP 'solo' full-time.  It was such a joy to run FQP pileups 
again - thanks to you who called in! My wife and I take care 
of her elderly parents, so she stayed near them, and I did not 
stray too far from South Florida.  My routes covered all 
counties from HIL, POL, OSC, and IDR southward from 
coast to coast.  All 22 Counties were covered, and I decided 
to maximize my fun by operating at more than 85% of the 
County lines.  I've never operated a county line before - 
what would it entail?   

It is clear that AD4EB has certainly set a high bar for all 
Mobiles in FQP and beyond.  Jim and Melody have opti-
mized nearly every aspect of their QP outings (great job, 
guys!), and I endeavored to study and copy some of their 
lessons learned (copying is the highest form of flat-
tery).  Here's what I learned: 

Operating County lines makes sense to me if you are SO No 
Driver, or if you do have a Driver, then at the beginning and 
end of the routes each day. 

Perhaps the biggest pearl of wisdom AD4EB gave me was 
to download and learn Garmin BaseCamp software  
(I found https://www.youtube.com/@EZMotoTim to be fan-
tastic; about 8 hours).   
 
This is a *wonderful* piece of software for laying out 
Routes with highly accurate County Lines, gas stops, and 
more that you can flag.  The routes can then be uploaded to 
a Garmin GPS (Jim suggested a Garmin DriveSmart 65MT, 
which I bought used for $99 on eBay, and I couldn't be hap-
pier).  Folks, this is a difference maker!  No more maps, 
notes, spreadsheets, etc., flying around the vehicle cabin, 
distracting the driver. The GPS will literally announce 
the places you flag as you approach them, including mileage 
countdowns.  IT IS IMPORTANT to take it slow and truly 
learn BaseCamp - it is like driving a Ferrari, and you cannot 
just take what you know from Google Maps and transfer it 
there. If you do so, you will crash and burn and give up - 
don't do that!   BaseCamp is much, much more powerful 
and worth every minute of its learning curve. 

While BaseCamp got 
me where I needed to 
go, I really didn't know 
what each County Line 
looked like, so I thought 
about pre-driving the 
routes to examine them; 
that lasted for a few 
hours before sanity re-
turned, and I pulled up 
Good Earth!  This other 
fine piece of software 
can show you each County Line and, by and large, pro-
vides enough detail to see whether parking at each line 
is feasibleðbest of all, no driving.  One exhausting set 
of routes per year, thank you! 
  Other Great, Good, and Fun observations: 

¶ Just before the Saturday break on 40m, W4AN/m 
called me for my first FQP mobile-to-mobile QSO.  Jeff 
KU8E was in Jackson, and I was in Palm Beach - tnx 
Jeff! Nice signal, buddy. 

¶ I was gassing up in very south Dade, near Monroe, 
about an hour before FQP started, when two different 
hams came up to introduce themselves and inquire about 
FQP; nothing like recruiting on the road! 

¶ Driving through my beautiful home state of FL is 
one of the greatest pleasures in FQP.  Cows munching 
their green pastures, hay fields, lakes with water skiers, 
folks fishing, and so much more.  I've lived in many 
parts of Florida, and it never ceases to thrill and calm 
me as I traverse it.  In Hardee, I was surprised to see 
many acres of both corn fields and orange groves - nice 
to see both making a comeback! 

¶ What orderly pileups!  You out-of-state operators 
are really A1 pros, very disciplined and patient, while I 
tried to work each of you as rapidly as possible.  Please 
forgive my occasional 'Lidness'.  I have minor hand 
tremors, so I have to slow down when using a paddle, 
and I also make typing errors.  Hope it was as much fun 
for you as it was for me. 

THE BAD:   

¶ GAS ATTACK:  Gas prices here on my route 
ranged from $3.80-$4.20 - ouch!  My routes covered a 
total of 830 miles and about $250 (wah!).  This trans-

lates to roughly $35 per operating hour or 14 cents/v{hΦ 

https://www.youtube.com/@EZMotoTim
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I hope prices come down by FQP next year.  

¶ SOL ATTACK:  Ol' Sol certainly played havoc, kinda 
ruining my plans to cover 3 bands at each stop - 'nuff said. 

¶ STOP BUGGIN' ME:  Hardee County was at the epi-
center of huge clouds of lovebugs, the likes of which I have 
not seen since 2013.  What a mess!  It took me about an 
hour and a half to wash them off the windshield and front 
grill.  DeSoto and Okeechobee made major contributions to 
the body count, too. 

¶ CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM:  Desoto decided to 
have a competition with Hardee, which clearly won the bug 
war.  So our 'Spanish conquistador' decided that horrible 
roads would be their contribution to the NX4N/m pain.  The 
roads of rural Desoto County run through the city of Arca-
dia via State Road 70, a major highway connecting the east 
and west coasts of the peninsula. Unfortunately, this major 
artery is currently a combination CLOG & SLOG due to 
single-lane road construction through the heart of town; it 
stretched for miles.  And I had to traverse this little bit of 
driving nightmare twice - ARGHHH! 

¶ DUAL COUNTY COVERAGE:   I was at a particularly 
rural county line, many miles away from a gas sta-
tion.  Hmmm, I'm at the county line, soooo let's say I left 
my mark in two counties. Unfortunately, FQP Rules do not 
award bonus points for this type of county line operation ;-) 

HIGHWIRE ACT:  At the DES/HAR county line road I 
took, huge high voltage lines are running on *both sides* of 
the road.  I found a small gravel road that ran along the line, 
and I moved about 500ft away from the lines.  As I started 
my run, I listened - no RFI, cool!  Then my headphones 
started squealing occasionally, possibly due to moisture hit-
ting the power lines. It wasn't too bad, but I never thought of 
headphones as a product detector! 

THE UGLY: 

¶ SARDINE CAN OPERATION:  My operating setup 
was in the 2nd row, just behind the driver's seat.  It was an 
FB setup, but I had a logistical problem:  My first stop at the 
CLR/MON line represents all the Everglades has to offer - 
no cell coverage and wicked bus-sized biting flies.  There 
was no way I would get out of a running vehicle to jump 
into the back seat to operate, so I devised a kludge 2nd oper-
ating seat in the driver's spot.  Once parked, I pulled out a 
tiny 10" 2nd monitor and a wireless keyboard and mouse 
sitting on a small lap-tray.  No rig access, no paddle, and 
(thanks to my shrinking but not yet gone beer-belly) the 
steering wheel obscured all the Function keys.  Whoever 
worked with me at CLR/MON gets a medal for my rudi-
mentary operating abilities there!  

¶ BROKEN-HEARTED:  At the DAD/BRO line sat a 
broken-down 18 Wheeler with a team of 'roadside  

mechanics' trying to fix it.  I squeezed in off the road 
next to them and quickly learned that as they revved the 
engine, it overpowered all but the loudest signals in my 
earphones.  I eventually had to give up and move on. 

¶ SUNDAY MORNING BLUES:  As I started pow-
ering up the station for a 6:15 am departure, my PC 
showed signs of N1MM+ issues.  The contest setup had 
disappeared (luckily, Saturday's logs were intact), but I 
had to move the screens, change the setups, messages, 
debug rig/radio interfaces, etc.  WAH! Finally, at 7:15 
am, I hit the road but did not reach my first destination 
until 9 am.  Oh well... 

PILE O' GATOR:  It never ceases to amaze me what I 
see on the Tamiami Trail in the Everglades heading to/
from my starting line!  This year - and this is 100% true! 
- On the side of the road, I saw a literal pile of alligator 
remains without a head but with pieces of legs, body, 
and tail remaining.  I guess gator heads are a valuable 
commodity, but - YUK! 
 

Well, that's it - see you in FQP 2027! 

vy 73/OJ, 

Chris, NX4N dit dit 

tǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ {ŀǊŘƛƴŜ /ŀƴ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ /Ƙƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ 
ǎŜŀǘ ƻŘ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ v{h tŀǊǘȅΗ 
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!W {ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴΣ bYпhΣ [ŀƪŜ ²ƻǊǘƘΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 

 

This year marked my very first trip to the Dayton Hamfest 
and Contest University (CTU). While I've read about it for 
years and watched just about every CTU presentation on 
YouTube since its inception, absolutely nothing prepares 
you for the sheer scale of experiencing it in person. 
 
Day 1: From YouTube Viewer to CTU Presenter 
 
Part of the reason I made the trip north was that Tim, K3LR, 
personally asked me to come up and talk about POTA 
(Parks on the Air) and amateur radio. The response from the 
contesting community was overwhelmingðPOTA is such a 
massive driver in the hobby right now that it was a top 
choice for attendees. I actually had to give the presentation 
twice to accommodate the crowds! 
The second go-around (which was captured for YouTube) 
turned out to be an abbreviated, "winged" version. In classic 
tech-presentation fashion, my Mac refused to hook up to 
their display system, and I hadn't thought to export my latest 
deck quickly. Thankfully, I had a backup deck from about 
five months prior on hand, so I ran with that and made it 
work. 
 

 
Breaking Down the Radio Silos 
 
The core theme of my presentation was a call to action for 
the community: invite a non-ham to visit your shack and 
actively seek out newer hams who are still figuring things 
out. 
 
"The best way to have more fun doing POTA or Contesting 
is to have MORE people to work." 
 
It's unbelievable how many hams isolate themselves into 
specific niches. We have folks who only do FT8 but never 
touch SSB; SSB operators who don't touch CW; and plenty 
of POTA enthusiasts who haven't tried contesting yet. For a 

group like the Florida 
Contest Group, cross-
pollinating these 
groups is how we 
build a stronger log-
ging base for every-
one. 
 
The social side of 
CTU was just as re-
warding. Before the 
event kicked off, 
Chris and I were 
heading out to dinner 
and ran into AJ6V 
(Ed), who was also a 
first-timer to CTU and 
Hamvention. Ed is a 
very active contester and a familiar callsign to many, as 
he is frequently heard on the weekly NS (NCCC Sprint) 
on Thursday nightsðtruly the fastest 30 minutes in ham 
radio! We ended up grabbing some Mexican food and 
having a great chat, learning about his profession and 
background. 

Day 2: The Hamvention Floor & Eyeball QSOs 
 
If Day 1 was about education, Day 2 was all about the 
scale of the hobby. Walking the massive manufacturer 
booths was incredible, but the best part was the "eyeball 
QSOs." I lost count of how many hams I've worked over 
the airwaves over the years, only to finally meet them in 
person after recognizing the callsigns emblazoned on 
their badge shirts or hats. 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ wƻƻƳ ǿŀǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀƳǎΦ 

!WΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ /v ŀǘ ŀƎŜ мп 

C/D ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎ ²п²CΣ 9Ř !Wс±Σ ŀƴŘ !WΣ bYпhΣ  
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ IŀƳǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
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Hey FCG'ers, 

A few weeks ago, I heard a USN Commander give a speech 
to graduates, saying, "Amateurs talk about tactics; but  
professionals talk about logistics." 

In a contest, your antenna, transceiver, and logger are the 
tactics to push your score to the top of the FCG  
leaderboards. 

But the logistics of WHERE those contacts are and HOW to 
reach them require a broader worldview, which is what the 
Geochron Atlas specializes in: a standalone, brilliant 4k  
display.  

The Tyranny of Browser Windows 

When I look at a modern contest shack, I see a high-
performance machine pushed to its limits running N1MM 
Logger+, DXLog, or Win-Test, alongside CAT control and 
digital decoders. Your logging computer should be a  
dedicated execution engine, not a map projector. 

Every time a background application or browser tab refresh-
es a complex map on your main system, you risk: 

1. Micro-stutters in your CW or DVK generation. 

2. Latencies in your CAT control or antenna switching 
logic. 

Window focus loss at the exact moment a rare multiplier 
returns your call. 
And if an application doesn't directly log a contact or 
turn a rotor, get it off your main logging machine. 

The GEOCHRON Solution: True Hands-Free Logistics 

GEOCHRON is designed to be a completely passive, 
standalone visual display with over 80 Live layers for 
total situational awareness. 

During a contest, there is no need to interface with it. You 
don't type into it, click it, or configure it mid-pileup. It just 
provides a live, real-time visual representation of what is 
happening on each contest band, alongside a living world of 
solar weather, atmospheric weather, ground conditions,  
aviation, earth-
quakes, and 
more. 

It becomes your 
shack's heads-up 
display (HUD): 

What You See at a Glance 

Because it requires zero interaction, a half-second 
glance at Geochron Atlas during a CQ loop gives you 
everything you need: 

1. Flawless Greyline Tracking: Watch the terminator 
line move across the globe in real time. Predict top-band 
openings on 80m and 160m to the exact minute, allow-
ing you to switch bands precisely when the path peaks. 

2. Live 
Band Visual-
ization: Get 
a bird's-eye 
view of open-
ing propaga-
tion zones so 
you can in-

¸ƻǳǊ [ƻƎƎƛƴƎ t/ όмлл҈ !ŎǝǾŜύ ¸ƻǳǊ DŜƻŎƘǊƻƴ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ όмлл҈ tŀǎǎƛǾŜύ 

bмaaκ5· [ƻƎκ²ƛƴ-¢Ŝǎǘ [ƛǾŜΣ ǊŜŀƭ-ǝƳŜ DǊŜȅƭƛƴŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƻǊ ¢ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ 

DƭƛǘŎƘ CǊŜŜΣ ǊŜŀƭ-ǝƳŜ /²κ{{. 
ƪŜȅƛƴƎ 

Lƴǎǘŀƴǘ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜ ōŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴπ

ƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ 

¸ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǎǘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅōƻŀǊŘ ½ŜǊƻ ǳǎŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǝƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ  
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instantly steer your beams toward the action. 

3. Contest-Dark Layout: High con-
trast and optimized for low-light, 
sleep-deprived conditions. No eye 
strain, just pure data. 

The Ultimate View of Earth 

Beyond solar conditions and band visuali-
zation, our Geochron also has 80 more live 
layers displaying environmental conditions 
on a continental and global scale, like 

Earthquakes 
Hurricane tracking 
Aviation Tracking 
Radar and Ground Wind animation 
Satellite trajectory and footprint 

 

Visitors to your shack will ask, 'What is 
that?' GEOCHRON lets you explain ama-
teur radio, propagation, the greyline, DX 
activity, weather, and global communica-
tions from a single world display, rather 
than juggling multiple applications. 
 

You play to win in the FCG. Don't let an overloaded PC or a 
cluttered screen slow down your keyboard entry. Keep your 

hands on the keys, keep your logger focused on the rate, 

and let GEOCHRON handle the big-picture logistics. 

https://www.geochron.com. 

C/D aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ  
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻũŜǊΥ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ Wǳƭȅ олǘƘΣ  
ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳǇƻƴ ŎƻŘŜǎ ŀǘ  
DŜƻŎƘǊƻƴ ŦƻǊ мр҈ ƻũ !ǘƭŀǎ twh ƻǊ 
мл҈ ƻũ !ǘƭŀǎ о Ҍ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
Dƭƻōŀƭ tŀǎǎ ŘŀǘŀΣ ŦƻǊ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǳǇ 
ǘƻ Ϸнлл ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ  
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΗ 

!ǘƭŀǎ оΣ ƭƛƳƛǘ нрΣ ŎƻǳǇƻƴ ŎƻŘŜ  
ώ C/D-!¢[!{оϐ 
!ǘƭŀǎ twhΣ ƭƛƳƛǘ нлΦ /ƻǳǇƻƴ ŎƻŘŜ 
ώ C/D-!¢[!{twh ϐ 

http://www.geochron.com/atlas-3
http://www.geochron.com/atlas-pro
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ΦΦΦ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ н 
Fire Up the Shacks: Summer NAQP 
2026 is Around the Corner! 
 
OP who is still trying to figure things out over, and get 
an M/2 station on the air. To make things interesting, 
we'll be watching the internal FCG rivalries play out 
live on the Contest Online Scoreboard. There is 
nothing quite like the thrill of watching the score bars 
move in real-time while chasing down your fellow club 
members. Let's create some friendly chaos on the board 
and see who claims bragging rights this summer! 
 

Every Hour Counts: The Power of the Sin-
gle Op 
 
Don't have the time, energy, or crew for a full-scale, 
multi-operator assault? Get on anyway! 
 
One of the greatest features of NAQP is its short, 
sprint-like nature. While Single Ops are limited to a 
maximum of 10 hours of operating time, you don't need 
to put in a full shift to make an impact. Even if you can 
only  

 

Radio amateurs across Colorado are gearing up for the 
2026 Colorado QSO Party (COQP), a fun, statewide 
on-air event hosted by the Grand Mesa Contesters of 
Colorado.  
 
All hams ð from first-time operators to seasoned con-
testers ð are encouraged to get on the air and help 
ñactivateò Colorado's 64 counties. 

When 

Date: Saturday, September 12, 2026 

Operating Hours: 8:00 AM to 9:59 PM MDT. A full 
day of operating fun! (Thatôs 14:00 UTC 

Saturday through 03:59 UTC Sunday.) 

Why Participate 

Whether you work one station or chase all 64 counties, 
the goal is simply to get on the air and have fun. The 
COQP is an excellent training ground for sharpening 
operating skills, testing your station, and ð for newer 
hams ð getting that all-important first contact under  

 
your belt. Rules allow unlimited operators at a single 
station, making COQP a perfect "Elmering" oppor-
tunity for clubs to mentor new operators in a low-
pressure environment. 

POTA and SOTA activators can double-dip: schedule 
your activation during the COQP and enjoy increased 
band activity while logging contacts for both events. 

Modes and Categories 

Operators may participate using CW and Phone 
(SSB, AM, FM) on 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, and 2 me-
ters. (Digital modes are not permitted.) 

Entry categories include: 

Å Out-of-State Stations: QRP, Low Power, or High 
Power (fixed, mobile, or portable) 

Learn how to participate, find operating information, 
and announce a planned county activation at: 
https://coloradoqsoparty.org/getting-started/  

 

2026 Colorado QSO Party:  Work Colorado Sept 12  

an hour or two to hunt multipliers and pass out points, 
your presence is vital. 
 
Putting in a casual, short-duration effort accomplishes 
two massive things: 
 
1. It aggregates our FCG team scores when logs are 
submitted. 
 
2 It gives the dedicated FCG operators a fresh callsign 
to work when the bands start to slow down. 
 
Every single contact adds to the momentum and makes 
the entire weekend more competitive and fun for every-
one involved. 
 

See You on the Air! 
 
NAQP is the most action-packed 12 hours of contesting 
you'll find all summer. Let's make some serious noise, 
dominate the Contest Online Scoreboard, and show 
the rest of the country how the Florida Contest Group 
handles operating at or less than 100 watts! 
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ΦΦΦ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ о 
WRTCñThe Olympics of Contesting! 
contact one of the special WRTC stations, you can 
see it on the WRL platform. This will allow you to 
keep up to date on WRTC station you still need to 
work. Certificates will be downloadable after the 
event. WRTC is offering different award tiers.  
 
Award program details are available here:   

https://www.wrtc2026.org/wrtc-2026-competition-
awards/ 

No matter of what you think about WRL, they will 
be offering the live scoreboard page. Youôll need to 
sign up for a free membership. Go here: 
www.WorldRadioLeague.com  

 

What about callsigns for WRTC?   

Nobody will know that until just be fore the event.  
Per the rules: The process of assigning calls and sta-
tions will be randomly designated by lottery on Fri-
day, July 10th, 2026 before the contest. The compe-
tition callsigns will be given to the teams by their 
referee at the station 15 minutes before the contest at 
11:45 UTC on Saturday, July 11th, 2026. The opera-
tors are not allowed to intentionally identify them-
selves (i.e. revealing their own callsigns) before or 
during the contest or reveal their team identity in any 
way. This is a way to limit cheerleading for a coun-
try. So unless your recognize a voice, you wonôt 
know the team or identity of the person on the QSO 
with you during SSB.  

 

How are the Stations kept the same? 

Each WRTC team is assigned the same antenna sys-
tem, interconnects, and rules for computer use.  
 
Mast and Antennas Provided by WRTC 
Å 11m mast tower with an Yaesu antenna rotator and 
control unit 
Å LZ Antenna 20/15/10 m LZA-7-3A WRTC 2022 
yagi with one feed line (50 meters of M&P Ultraflex 
7) and PL-259 male connector 
Å MomoBeam 40 m Inverted-V dipole with feed line 
(50 meters of M&P Ultraflex 7) and PL-259 male 
connector 
 Å MomoBeam 80 m Inverted-V dipole with feed 
line (50 meters of M&P Ultraflex 7) and PL-259 
male connector (The dipole ends can be changed 

manually to get best VSWR on CW or SSB seg-
ment) 
   
Station Equipment Provided by WRTC 
Å WRTC Two-channel Power Monitor 
Å 2 x 1 meter RG-58 coax jumpers, PL259 on each 
end for connecting Power Monitor 
Å 5 Port Ethernet switch incl. 2 connection cables  
Å WRTC Scoring Computer 

Event Equipment included a tent 3m x 3m, 230 
VAC UK style power strips , tables, chairs with 
cushions, and an electric light,. Teams will also 
have a first aid kit, a porta-potty with hand wash 
facilities, drinking water, and food and snacks.  

Since this is a field day style operation each team 
will have a generator which has to be filled with 
petrol fuel / gasoline.  

Competitors are required to bring two radios, 
power supplies, antenna tuner, computers and 
monitors,  SDR, antenna switch, bandbass filters, 
keyers, mics and all of the cables.  
 
Competitors are not allowed to substitute any 
WRTC provided equipment but they may bring 
their own food and drinks.  

All competitors will be located in the same geo-
graphical region with similar topography. Com-
petitor locations will be separated by a minimum 
of 500 meters. 

WRTC UK 2026 will take place in an area known 
as East Anglia. The 50 operating sites will be lo-
cated in the counties of Suffolk, Norfolk and Cam-
bridgeshire with the headquarters venue suitably 
positioned to serve these. As you can see, this is a 
complex and challenging project to plan and exe-
cute.  
 
WRTC is a means to demonstrate international 
goodwill and friendship in the true ham spirit. It 
also allows youth operators to demonstrate their 
skills within this highly competitive event.  

Do your part and work these competitors during 
the IARU HF Contest, July 11 and 12th. 

 

http://www.worldradioleague.com/
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ΦΦΦ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ п 
W4WFñDayton Recap 2026 
automatically reserve it for next year. Alternatively, you can 
stay at one of several other hotels near the Hope. Most of 
them will be more luxurious than the Hope, though itôs nice 
to be able to walk to your room if you need a break, rather 
than having to drive 5-10 minutes to a nearby hotel for a 
nap. 

It was great to see many fellow club members at the various 
Dayton events. If anyone has any questions about attending 
in 2027, please feel free to post to the reflector. We have a 
great deal of collective wisdom and experience with Ham-
cation in our ranks, and we can likely answer your question 
authoritatively. 

ΦΦΦ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ т 
My First Pilgrimage to Dayton Hamven-
tion & CTU 2026 
 
Making a New Ham: Welcome, KF8GPA! 
 
My favorite highlight from the trip goes back to that mis-
sion of mentoring newer hams. I spent a good chunk of time 
touring the fairgrounds with Kyle, who works with one of 
the manufacturers that I represent professionally. At a previ-
ous event, he had noticed my custom antenna stake mounts 
and started asking questions. Once he found out I was into 
ham radio, the floodgates opened. 
 
Since he lives just a few minutes outside of Dayton, we 
agreed to meet up at Hamvention so I could give him a 
proper tour. He bit the radio bug hardðhe studied quickly 
and passed his license test right there on Friday morn-
ing! 
 
I gave him the classic Elmer advice: "Don't buy any radios 
until you get your General upgrade." 
 
Well... we all know how well that advice works. That re-
striction didn't last long at all, hihi! He immediately went 
out and bought his first HT, and he has officially been is-
sued the callsign KF8GPA. Welcome to the airwaves, 
Kyle! 

The Verdict: Dayton vs. Home Turf 
 
Dayton Hamvention is a mandatory bucket-list item for 
every hamðeveryone needs to experience it at least 
once. That said, the trip gave me a brand-new apprecia-
tion for what we have right here in our own backyard. 
We are incredibly fortunate to have Florida Ham-
Cation so close to us. Having an event that is almost as 
massive as Dayton just a short drive away is a luxury we 
shouldn't take for granted. Dayton 2026 was an unfor-
gettable milestone, but it's good to know the Florida ra-
dio community is holding down a world-class event of 
its own every year! 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ƘŀƳΣ YȅƭŜ YCуDt!Σ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !W ŀǘ 
IŀƳǾŜƴǝƻƴ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлнс 
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VP2MAA - Contesting and DXing from Montserrat  

CǊŀƴŎƻ DŜǊƻǎŀτ±tнa!! 
wŜŎŀǇ ƻŦ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŀƊŜǊ нрл Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ мрлΦллл  v{hǎ 

My experience as VP2MAA began at the end of the Sep-
tember 2025 after I moved from the Caribbean island of 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines onto the island of Mont-
serrat, marking 
the end of the 
J88BTI and 
J8AA era. 
 
Ever since ar-
riving at my 
current loca-
tion, I have 
been  
focusing on 
giving as many 
colleagues as 
possible an 
ATNO or a 
new 
band/mode 
slot. With digi-
tal mode being 
highly request-
ed, especially 
given the many 
contest activi-
ties held on island on CW and SSB, VP2Môs request 
dropped drastically in the ranking from #146 to #168. 
 
During these nine months I was able to provide new band 
slots for 27081 users, coupled with ATNO for 8120 
Clublog users. 

Aside from the regular DX activities, taking part to the 
major contests also brought good results, allowing me to 
take home the 1st place DX on the ARRL 10 meters 
2025, LP, 1st place 
DX and DX Rec-
ord on the AARRL 
DX CW 2025, 
160m LP, 1st NA 
and 4th WW on the 
CQWW CW 2025, 
80m LP and 
1st NA, 8th WW in 
the recent CQWPX 
SSB 2026, MO HP, 
to which I took part 
with VP2MPN / 
KB4YPN Corey. 
 
As of today, the 
station is equipped 
with a Spiderbeam 
antenna from 10 to 
20m, a horizontal 

loop for 80m, 
which works per-
fectly for all other 
higher bands as 
well, and a verti-
cal antenna for 
160 on a 18-metre 
fiberglass pole 
with a capacitive 
hat. The plan, 
though, is to sig-
nificantly improve 
the system in the 
coming contest 
season, with my 
goal being to 
achieve better re-
sults on the lower 
bands, especially. 
 
All statistics about 
VP2MAA dx ac-
tivity can be found 

at: https://clublog.org/charts/?c=VP2MAA#r 
Looking forward to contacting you!  
73 de VP2MAA, Franco. 
 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclublog.org%2Fcharts%2F%3Fc%3DVP2MAA%23r&data=05%7C02%7C%7C9b4848c2b4fd4e2bf5cc08decd3f51f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639173868999365518%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcG
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Chasing the Infamous DL88: An Amateur Radio Adventure  

aƛƪŜ CǳǊǊŜȅτ²!рthYΣ ²р!/vΣ ±tнahY 

For many amateur radio operators, collecting grid squares 
is part of the challenge and excitement of operating on 
VHF and 6 meters. Most grids can be worked from the 
comfort of a home station, during contests, or through a bit 
of patience and favorable propagation. But some grid 
squares develop a reputation all their own. Among those, 
few are as legendary as DL88. 
 
At a recent East Texas DX Association (ETDXA) meeting, 
I shared the story of grid chasing and my experiences acti-
vating one of the rarest and most sought-after grid squares 
in the continental United States. 

What Is a Grid Square? 

Amateur radio operators use the Maidenhead Grid Locator 
System to identify locations around the world. Each grid 
square represents a specific geographic area, allowing op-
erators to confirm contacts and pursue awards based on 
geographic coverage. 
 
For VHF and 6-meter enthusiasts, collecting grid squares 
can become a lifelong pursuit. Awards such as VUCC 
(VHF/UHF Century Club), the 6-Meter DXCC, and the 
prestigious Fred Fish Memorial Award encourage opera-
tors to work increasingly rare locations. 
 
The Fred Fish Memorial Award, known simply as 
FFMA, is particularly challenging. To earn it, an op-

erator must work and confirm all 488 grid squares 
in the continental United States on 6 meters. As of 
today, only a small number of hams have achieved 
this remarkable milestone. 

Why DL88 Matters 

Located in a remote corner of Big Bend National Park 
along the Texas-Mexico border, DL88 is one of the most 
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difficult grid squares to activate. 

Although the grid lies about 146 miles from my home in 
Alpine, Texas, reaching it takes roughly 5 hours. The final 
30 miles can take anywhere from 90 minutes to five hours, 
depending on road conditions. High-clearance four-wheel-
drive vehicles are essential, and experienced operators  
recommend traveling with at least two vehicles for safety. 

The environment itself presents plenty of challenges. Sum-
mer heat can be intense, flash floods are a constant  
concern, and visitors may encounter everything from 
snakes and javelinas to thorn-covered desert vegetation. 
Cell phone service is virtually nonexistent, and park  
regulations prohibit generators, making power manage-
ment an important part of any expedition. 

In short, DL88 is not a casual weekend operating location. 

The First Adventure 

My first trip to DL88 came in June 2010 under unusual 
circumstances. 

A group attempting to activate the grid became stranded 
and needed assistance. Together with fellow operator  
Steve Cowell, KI5YG, we answered the call. While the 
original expedition never reached the grid, Steve and I suc-
cessfully reached the location and put DL88 on the air. 

Our efforts resulted in valuable contacts for operators 
around the country who had been waiting for a chance to 
work the rare grid. 

When the Sun Doesnôt Cooperate 

Not every expedition ends with success. 

In July 2024, Roy Hradlick, AD5Q, and I set out to  
|activate DL88. Roy, a newly licensed amateur radio  
operator and retired Big Bend National Park ranger, 
brought valuable local knowledge to the trip. 

Unfortunately, a coronal mass ejection disrupted radio 
propagation. Despite reaching the destination and setting 
up equipment, we failed to make a single contact. No 
Parks on the Air stations could even be heard. 

While disappointing on an operational level, the expedi-
tion still offered another memorable journey through one 
of the countryôs most remote landscapes. 

Success at Last 

Just a month later, I returned to DL88 with Cheryl Pratt, 
KM4TYV. This time the bands cooperated.  We made 
numerous contacts, helping many operators add the elu-
sive grid to their logs. One of the happiest was W9XX, 

who completed the final grid 
needed for his Fred Fish Me-
morial Award. 

The adventure wasnôt over, 
however. On the return trip, we 
found ourselves trapped by a 
flash flood before eventually 
making our way back to civili-
zationðand, perhaps just as 
importantly, to Mexican food 
and margaritas. 

Supporting Fellow Grid 
Chasers 

In May 2025, I returned once 
again, this time to support op-
erators K7BWH and N7PHY 
during their week-long activa-
tion. 
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The focus shifted from operating to logistics and mo-
rale. Ice cream, bags of ice, steak dinners, and break-
fast became valuable expedition supplies in the desert 
heat. 

Their efforts paid off for many operators across the coun-
try. Among them was N7NW, who received the final grid 
needed to complete his own Fred Fish Memorial Award. 

The Spirit of Rovering 

Please keep this in mind: operators 
donôt need elaborate equipment to 
start chasing grids. 

Many successful rover stations 
start with a modest mobile  
transceiver, a simple antenna, and 
a willingness to explore. Some-
times the bands are open, and  
contacts come easily. Other times, 
operators return home with  
nothing more than memories of a 
scenic drive. 

Either way, the experience  
becomes part of the adventure. 

For many amateur radio operators, 
grid chasing is about more than 
awards. It is about exploration, 

friendship, technical creativity, and helping fellow hams 
achieve their goals. Few places capture that spirit better 
than the legendary DL88. 

And as long as operators are chasing that next rare grid, 
the dusty roads leading to DL88 will continue to see  
adventurous radio amateurs making the journey. 

Editors Note: Mike Furrey, is a past member of the  
Florida Contest Group. He misses the group, but now 
lives in the West Texas Section in Alpine, TX. Heôs not a 
POTA or SOTA operator, but enjoys activating grids on 
Six Meters. With his YL.  The summer is the best time for 
e-skip, so look out for Mike activating from the west. 


