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reetings FCG! Iôm incredibly proud to 

be the third president of the Florida 

Contest Group. It gives me shivers to think of follow-

ing K4OJ and K1TO, but Iôm optimistic that, with the able 

assistance of every FCG member, Iôll be able to lead the club 
to continued success. 

Speaking of K4OJ, it was great to present W1YL with the 

FCG Hall of Fame plaque at the Orlando Contest Dinner 

honoring the White family (W1YL, W1CW, and K4OJ) for 

their contributions to amateur radio in general and to the 

Florida Contest Group in particular. We, as members of the 

FCG, have a heritage to be proud of as personified by the 

Whites, the First Family of Amateur Radio. We will continue 

to induct new members into the Florida Contest Group Hall 

of Fame from time to time, as the clubôs leadership deter-

mines that the honor is appropriate. Any club member may 

nominate a current or SK club member for induction into the 
FCG HOF; please send your nomination, along with a short 

explanation of why you think that member deserves induc-

tion, to me at chris.plumblee@gmail.com with a copy to 

K4LQ, our Secretary/Treasurer, at fperkins@centurylink.net. 

Prospective HOF inductees should have contributed signifi-

cantly to the FCG and/or contesting in general, and should be 

current (or former, in the case of SKs) members of the FCG. 

Your FCG officers will vote on all nominations received 

throughout the year in January, and new members of the 

FCG HOF will be inducted in February at the Orlando Con-

test Dinner. 
Speaking of the Contest Dinner, we had our best-attended 

Orlando Contest Dinner ever on February 12, with a signifi-

cant contingent of out-of-town attendees drawn to Orlando 

for the National Convention. If you got to dinner early 

enough to get some of N4GIôs Stacked Yagi Brown Ale, you 

were one of the lucky ones. Iôve secured a promise from 

Blake of more beer in 2017. 

With the Orlando HamcationÈ and ARRL DX contests be-

hind us, FCG members naturally turn their attention to the 

Florida QSO Party. This year, the FQP will be held on April 

30 ï May 1. Weôve tweaked the contest dates a bit to clarify 

what happens when there are five Saturdays in April, as there 
are this year. The FQP will always begin on the last Saturday 

in April, even if the last Saturday is also April 30. This 

change allows us to avoid potential conflicts with Easter and 

Passover. Please mark your calendars accordingly. This year, 

the 1x1 Spelling Bee returns again, with nine stations whose 

suffixes spell ñSUN.ò With nine stations on the air, that 

means weôll have a K4, N4, and W4 prefix for each of the 

three letters.  

We expect the number of ñSUNò sweepers to increase dra-

matically over the ~450 who swept the ñORANGEò 1x1s in 

2015. Weôre also pleased to welcome some of our Panhan-

dle members to the 1x1 party, as NF4A and N4OX are both 

hosting 1x1 operations from BAY and ESC, respectively.  
2017 will be the 20th year of the revived FQP under FCGôs 

sponsorship. We will be really making a push to make 2017 

an FQP for the history books, with great activity from with-

in and outside the state and lots of sweeps. We will run an-

other 1x1 Spelling Bee with 20 stations. Mark your calendar 

now for the weekend of April 29-30, 2017. 

Looking forward from the FQP, the next ham radio event on 

my calendar is Dayton. Iôm making the trip to the Hamven-

tionÈ for the first time in 2016, and Iôm really looking for-

ward to it. I expect to be at Hara on Friday and Saturday and 

Sunday morning. Iôll also be attending the Contest Dinner 

on Saturday night, and will make an appearance at the suites 
on Thursday and Friday. I hope to see lots of orange shirts 

while Iôm there. Please come by and say hello to the Dayton 

newbie. 

73 & OJ, 

Chris WF3C 
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The following new members have joined FCG since the last news-
letter: 

 
AE4WG - Warren Greenberg, 33 Bella Vita Way, Ormond Beach 
FL 32174 e-mail: ae4wg@cfl.rr.com 

 
N2WB ïWilliam Beyer, PO Box 730992, Ormond Beach FL  
 32173-0992 e-mail: n2wb51@yahoo.com 

 

WP2B - Brad Zuehlke, PO Box 25931,Christiansted, US 

Virgin Islands 00824 e-mail: bzuehlke@west-point.org  

 

KM4LUT - George Claxton, 2520 21st Street, Sarasota FL 

34234 e-mail: claxton.george@gmail.com 

 

WC3W - Mark Wohlschlegel, 152 Glencullen Circle, Jupiter 

FL 33458 e-mail: mwolhschlegel@gmail.com 

 

K4XF - Rich Pratt, 1528 Middle River Drive, Fort Lauder-

dale FL 33304 e-mail:  prat1528@gmail.com 

 

K4HWF - Harold Fahs, 791 Haryestor Ave. SW, Palm 

Beach FL 32908 e-mail: hwfahs@gmail.com 

 

AJ4XM - Tom Loughney, 12967 N. Normandy Way, West 
Palm Beach FL 33410 e-mail: aj4xm@yahoo.com 

 

N0SMX - Dennis McKinney, 17446 SE 82nd Pecan Terrace, 

The Villages FL 32162 e-mail: n0smx@gmail.com 

 

KS3K -  Steve Ikler,6502 Key Largo Ln, Boynton Beach FL 

33472 e-mail: sai_421@yahoo.com 

 

KK4FBN - Kevin Bess, 908 Flagler Ave. Edgewater FL 

32132 e-mail: neonhome@gmail.com 

 

WA4MSU -  Don Streaker, 1025 24th Ave., Vero Beach FL 
32960 e-mail: don.streaker@gmail.com  

 

K7DX - Mitch Wolfson, 100285 Boca Cir, Naples FL 34109   

e-mail: mitchwo@gmx.net 

 

WS4AM - Sam Cosgrove, 5251 NW 52nd Ct., Chiefland FL 

42626 e-mail: samcosgrove1@gmail.com 

 

WB3D - Mel Manning, 100 Bluff View Dr # 410A, Belleair 

Bluffs FL 33770 e-mail: mel3d@tampabay.rr.com 

 
K9TM - Tim Mitchell, 6016 Granville Dr., Sylvania OH 

43560 e-mail: k9tm.qrz@k9tm.com  

Contributors to this issue included:  The National Contest 

Journal, WF3C, K5KG and Kay, W0PC, NX4N, W4LT, 

K9VV,  
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Florida QSO Party               1600Z, Apr 30 to 0159Z,  May1 

And 1200Z - 2159Z May 1 
 
New England QSO Party                 2000Z, May 7 to 2400Z, May 8 
 
VOLTA WW RTTY Contest       1200Z, May 14 to 1200Z, May 15  
 

New England QSO Party 2000Z, May 7 to 0500Z, May 8 and 
 1300Z-2400Z, May 8 
 
CQ WW WPX Contest, CW       0000Z, May 28 to 2359Z, May 29 
  
Alabama QSO Party           1600Z, Jun 4 to 0400Z, Jun 5 
 
ARRL June VHF Contest       1800Z, Jun 11 to 0259Z, Jun 13 

 
All Asian DX Contest, CW       0000Z, Jun 18 to 2400Z, Jun 19 
 
Stew Perry Topband Challenge 1500Z, Jun 18 to 1500Z, 
Jun 19 
 
ARRL Field Day                            1800Z, Jun 25 to 2100Z, Jun 
 
IARU HF World Championship 1200Z, Jul 9 to 1200Z, Jul 

10 
 
North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Jul 16 to 0559Z, Jul 
17 
 
CQ Worldwide VHF Contest 1             800Z, Jul 16 to 2100Z, Jul 1 
 
North American QSO Party, CW       800Z, Aug 6 to 0559Z, Aug 7 

 
WAE DX Contest, CW      0000Z, Aug 13 to 2359Z, Aug 14 
 

Cvt {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ tƭŀǉǳŜǎ 

 
Payment was made in April for two Contest Plaques 

that are sponsored by FCG 

 

In  the New England QSO Party we sponsor the plaque 
for Top Club.  This plaque was won in 2015 by the 

Alabama Contest Group 

 
In the CQ WPX  SSB Contest we sponsor  the plaque 

for the Multi-Op Two Transmitter winner for the US 

which was won by KD4D in 2015 




