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Better late than never -- this may be 

the biggest mega-issue of the Gazette 

ever!  Thanks to everyone for their written and photo 

input. 

 

ARRL 10 Meter Contest 2010 results - WOW!!  On the 

heels of several years of miserable propagation, Mother 

Nature dealt us a blackjack!  The FCG ran away from 

the field and took a number of top spots in our catego-

ries!    

 

Who needs sunspots?!  This sunspot cycle is incredibly 

slow to rise.  With a Solar Flux that is still under 100 

most of the time, that is not a formula for extended 10M 

openings, but I still have a suspicion that 10M will be 

great for all 3 CQWW weekends this fall.   

 

FQP 2010 ï Absolutely horrible conditions (and an un-

usually high love bug count!) for that weekend, yet 

FCG activity still made this a successful weekend, 

along with a great cast of mobiles and non-"contesters" 

who just enjoy the QSO Party format.   

 

WPX ï The CW weekend saw those same horrible 

condx from the FQP reappear right on schedule 27 days 

later.  I joined K5KG and NX4N, plus non-FCGer 

WI9WI, for a Multi-2 as J7A on the beautiful island of 

Dominica.  Out of over 5000 contest QSOs, we had ex-

actly 5 Japanese contacts, illustrating the poor condx 

vividly.  We had been working JAs consistently in the 

morning on 20M during the week prior.  OTOH, the 

SSB weekend 2 months earlier was apparently spec-

tacular, with records falling like rain!   

 

Results from ARRL DX CW show an amazing 58 en-

tries from FCG members!  We should easily have over 

100 total entries once the SSB results are posted in the 

next few days.   

 

WRTC-2014 activities have kept me pretty busy.   

Remember that we in FL no longer have to compete 

with W1 for a Team Leader spot since we are in the 

"NA4W" Selection Area, placing us in a geographical 

area with only GA, AL, TN and KY.  So if you have 

any aspirations of qualifying to compete at WRTC-

2014, I believe that this is your best shot ever.  There 

are a *lot* of events and categories to pick from that 

all could lead to a seat at the big table.                                  
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Welcome Aboard 

The following new members have joined FCG since the last news-

letter: 

 

WP3C - Alfredo Velez Ramos, HC 5 Box 26912 Utado, Puerto 

Rico 00641 e-mail: wp3c@aol.com 

 

KT4LST - Levon Tomon, 36600 Bear Tracks Road, Eustis FL 

32736 e-mail: kt4lst@yahoo.com 

 

W4SVO -  Mark Luhrman, 1411 Carandis Circle, Lake Clark 

Shores, FL 33406-5517 e-mail: w4svo@att.net 

 
KD4ZZK - Ronnie Smith, 100 SE 7th Dt. N., Belle Glade FL 

33430    e-mail: rondon@bellsouth.net 

 

NP3CW - Julio Medina, PO Box 19715, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

00910-1715  e-mail: jcm1907@yahoo.com 

 

KB4T - Frank N. Haas, 423 Riverside Drive, Holly Hill, FL 

32117-3732 e-mail: kb4t@kb4t.us 

 

K4MIA  - Michael Bald, 6758 Hall Blvd., Loxahatchee FL 33740 

e-mail: Radiomb@bellsouth.net 

 

WP3MW  - Eladio Acevedo, Bo Castillo 3 Valle Los Velez, May-

aguez, Puerto Rico 00682 e-mail: vulcan_789@yahoo.com. 

 

AF4RK  - John Dalnes, 13920 NE 4th Ave., North Miami FL 

33161 e-mail: jdalnes@hotmail.com 

 

N7EO - Eugene Oleson, 2125 Mathison Rd, Cantonment FL 

32533 email: n7eo@n7eo.com 

 

KM4HI  - Jim Bilancio, 5655 SE 43 Ct., Ocala FL 34480 e-mail: 

km4hi@arrl.net 

Contributors to this issue included K1TO, W4QM, WF3C, 

N4CJ,  N4WO,  W4LT , W2OX, K4LQ, K4PG, KB6NU, 

NP2X, N8PR, N4EK, NCDXF Web Page, K1KNQ, N4KM. 

K5KG , K8NZ, KC4HW,  N4EEB,  NX4N, KE1F,  AD4ES, 

WJ9B, N4BP 

North American QSO Party, CW 1800Z, Aug 6 to 0600Z, 

Aug 7 

 

WAE DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Aug 13 to 2359Z, Aug 14 

 

North American QSO Party, SSB 1800Z, Aug 20 to 

0600Z, Aug 21 

 

ARRL September VHF QSO Party 1800Z, Sep 10 to 

0300Z, Sep 12 

 

ll Asian DX Contest, Phone  0000Z, Sep 3 to 2400Z, Sep 4 

 

WAE DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Sep 10 to 2359Z, Sep 11 

 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY 0000Z, Sep 24 to 

2400Z, Sep 25 

Contest Calendar 

14 of the 55 overall events have already taken place 

and final results are available from 6 of them (soon to 

be 10).  The upcoming NAQPs, WAE, Sprint CW and 

AA SSB are all qualifying events that will occur be-

fore the biggies ï CQWW and SS.  (In case you are 

worried about competing for that slot against K1TO, 

do not worry ï Iôm retired and will not be participat-

ing as a competitor.) 

 

Iôd like to propose that the club consider a tent spon-

sorship at WRTC-2014.  While the $1000 cost might 

seem high at first, think about it as $1 per member per 

year for 4 years.  And we do have a treasury balance 

that allows us to not rely solely on dues to support 

expenditures.  Iôll post some more details on this topic 

on the e-mail reflector,   

 

We're looking for ideas for the Melbourne BBQ/

meeting on Saturday, October 8.  Eric, K9ES and Syl-

via will be observing a Jewish holiday, thus their 

wonderful hospitality is on hold for this year.   

 

The FCG will have a table at the Melbourne hamfest, 

at least for Saturday.  While one purpose of the table 

is to promote the FCG and FQP, it will also be a site 

for members to use as a swap table.  Fred has the de-

tails on table size and just how much stuff we could 

fit on there.   

 

What are your plans for the fall contest season?  We 

understand that it's a very hectic time of year with lots 

of contests compressed into one stretch.  Please do 

what you can to support the FCG this contest season -

- every QSO counts.   

 

OJ!!  GO FCG!!    

 

Vy 73, Dan 
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Charles (Jim) Roux W4YA SK  

O 

Obituary by Dale Strieter W4QM  

 

Born: 9 July 1936  Died: 28 Jan 2011  

 

I first came across Jim in the early 1950's 

when he was living in Pennsylvania using 

the call sign W3ROU.  I thought that was 

a neat call sign as I was a member of the ñRadio Officers 

Unionò sailing in the summers to earn money. This so  I could 

attend college to study Electrical Engineering in Michigan .  

It wasn't until a few QSO's later that I learned his surname 

was Roux.  He maintained that he did not do a thing to get 

ñROUò but obviously the FCC individual handling the call 

signs saw the chance to do a good deed and issued the call 

sign to him. 

 

It was several years later when I was employed with GE on 

the  missile guidance system for the Atlas and Titan that we 

met in person.  He was employed with Lockheed with their 

missile program and was living one mile north of me on the 

3rd floor of a 3 story apartment building located with beach 

frontage on the Atlantic Ocean.  He was able to get permis-

sion from the owners to install antennas on the roof and I was 

able to assist him in installing 15 feet of Rohn 25 tower in the 

middle of the roof with anchor bolts drilled in the cement roof 

for the 3 guy wires supporting the tower.  The tower sup-

ported a HyGain TH6 tri-band beam and we were able to 

have a wire antenna from the tower's top to the edges of the 

roof.  This was fed with open wire feed line matched with an 

ATU.  It played superbly well and I had the same beam but on 

a 50 foot tower 4 blocks from the ocean.  When in the same 

DX pile up, he would beat me out most of the time and on the 

low bands, the wire was a superb antenna for 40 and 80.  We 

became fast friends with his family consisting of a lovely 

wife (Jerry) and a very small daughter (Cathy).  His call was 

K4THA (FOC 1088). 

 

A few years later Lockheed lost some contracts and Jim was 

one of many that were laid off.  He moved over to the west 

coast of Florida to work for Sperry Rand Corp. and became a 

member of the Golden Triangle DX Club which had N4OO, 

W4ETO (Alpha Co.), W4WS, AA4Z as members.  Paul/

W4MJ and myself would drive over and help out in their 

multi-multi contest operations which was always good fun. 

 

Jim went though some tragic times losing his wife (Jerry) to 

an incurable disease (1989).. He was devastated of course. He 

gave up on ham radio completely. Jim  has a daughter (Cathy) 

that I believe is living up north. 

 

Later he moved to Orlando FL area and took a job with Fluke 

Co. as a Sales Engineer.  He stayed with them until he retired.  

While there, he met and wedded Sherry. It was a happy time 

for him and he came back into Ham Radio which he had 

given up for quite a few years.   

He had a multi-band vertical but never the less, he only had 

BS7H (Scarsborough), BV9P (Pratas), and P5 (N. Korea) left 

to work for a clean sweep of DX.  A very good operator to do 

so well with such a simple set up. 

 

 When he gave up ham radio, he asked me if I wanted his Na-

tional NCL2000 amplifier .  I already had one but I readily 

accepted as we needed a good amp out in VQ9 (Diego Gar-

cia).  I modified and updated the amp and it served us well. 

When MWR (Morale, Welfare, Recreation) had so much 

money in their account that it could not be readily spent (due 

to doubling the price of alcoholic drinks and tobacco in an 

attempt to cut down on their usage), they asked the Radio 

Club if we could help them out!  What a change as before, we 

had received not one penny and the members had to chip in or 

bring out their personal ham gear to operate.  Among com-

puters, LP antenna and three transceivers we also got 3 brand 

new MFJ amplifiers.  This made the NCL2000 surplus to our 

needs and I brought the amp back home.  By this time, Jim 

was back on the air with a 100 watt transceiver so the amp 

was put to good use by Jim chasing DX.  When I inherited an 

Alpha 87A amplifier (W4AI), I asked Jim if he wanted an-

other one just as a spare unit.  By this time those amps were 

probably 50 years old and spare parts were rare so he thought 

it was an excellent idea. 

 

I dearly miss my good friend Jim.  Always a gentleman and 

never asking for pity for the way he had been dealt the hard 

blows while in his middle years.   

 

Even when he was diagnosed with cancer in both lungs, he 

hung in there with no complaints and as pleasant as he could 

be.  Chemo really caused him to be fatigued most of the time 

and I recall him saying that ñI am tired of being tiredò and 

that was the only complaint we heard about his cancer. 

 

I hope I can have his attitude on what hard knocks life may 

have for me in the future. 

 

Sherry had a memorial for Jim at their house with family Jan 

30th. 

 

Leo Meyerson, W0GFQ, of Omaha, Nebraska, 

passed away on Wednesday, April 13. He was 100. 

In 1935, Meyerson, an ARRL Life Member, 

founded Wholesale Radio Laboratories -- the fore-

runner to World Radio Labs -- in Council Bluffs, 

Iowa. For his contributions to Amateur Radio, 

Meyerson was named the 1997 Ham of the Year at 

the Dayton Hamvention. 

 

Older members may remember the Globe line of  

transmitters  manufactured by  WRL. 

Leo Meyerson W0GFQ SK  
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Obituary by Fred Perkins K4LQ 

 

Born: July 21, 1948  Died: March 4, 

2011 

 

Tom joined FCG March 4, 2001 while 

living in Okeechobee FL.  He provided that county 

in many FQPs, as well as operating mobile during 

other FQPs. He moved to Clinton TN in 2008, but 

stayed with FCG as an honorary member.  

 

Tom had a great sense of humor.  In an e-mail from 

the FCG reflector archives on April 5, 2010 he 

wrote: ñ Got my FQP certificate today - #1 SSB 

only, USA - or was I the only one in that category?  

Sometimes I feel like the Maytag repairmanéò 

 

Tom graduated from the University of Southern 

Mississippi in 1970 with a Master of Library Sci-

ence degree. He also studied Art Education there.  

 

He worked for 22 years at Eckerd Youth Alterna-

tives, a High Risk Juvenile Correctional Facility for 

Boys in Okeechobee FL, leaving there in 2008 to 

move to Clinton TN.   Prior to that he spent 6 years  

as Language Laboratory and Media Center Man-

ager at the University of Southern Mississippi in 

Hattiesburg MS.  He spent 4 years in the United 

States  Air force as an Aircraft Avionics Techni-

cian, leaving in 1974 as a Staff Sergeant.  

 

After Hurricane Jeanne in 2004 I got power for a 

few minutes, enough to get on the reflector and 

sum up the damage and note that I was still looking 

for a generator.  A few days later I found one.  As I 

was hooking it up, Tom drove into the yard with a 

generator on his truck. Looks like I'm a little late" 

he said, " but I'm glad you are finally getting 

power." 

 

That was Tom, always willing to help. 

 

RIP old friend. 

 

Tom Smith KK4TA  SK  

The Make: magazine blog is a wealth of 

information for amateur radio operators. 

Recently, they ran a post on what they 

consider to be on the "lost technology" of 

cable lacing <http://blog.makezine.com/

archive/2009/07/lost-knowledge-cable-

lacing.html>. 

 

The blog post does a great job of explaining the technique 

and includes several illustrations. One of them <http://

cdn.makezine.com/make/blogs/blog.makezine.com/

upload/2009/10/lost_knowledge_cable_lacing/

cableLacing6b.gif> is a drawing from an old ARRL hand-

book. There are also a link to the Wikipedia page on cable 

lacing <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cable_lacing>. 

 

Nowadays, we mostly use zip ties to bundle cables, but there 

are disadvantages to using them. For one thing, to apply them 

properly, you should have a tool that controls how tightly the 

zip tie holds the wires. This is to prevent crushing the insula-

tion. 

 

Also, I've found that zip ties don't do so well when the cable 

has only two or three wires. They're just not designed to hold 

so few wires. I think that cable lacing would do a much better 

job of keeping a small bundle of wires together, say wires 

that connect front panel components to a PC board.  

 

Cable lacing certainly looks much cooler than zip ties. This is 

the perfect technique for those homebrewers that want to 

make their projects look great as well as work great. 

 

I asked on my blog, "Now, where can I find the 'wax-

impregnated cotton or twine'?" and my readers came through.  

 

Hamilton said, "Apparently you find wax string here: http:// 

 

Ned, WB4KBO, said, "I would suggest a large roll of dental 

tape and a large-diameter curves sewing needle for fabricat-

ing harnesses. I was told that this was the material of choice 

for lacing harnesses when i worked at Heath Company many 

years ago. Makes sense to me. Buy it at Meijer for an occa-

sional harness, or a dental wholesale supply house if you are 

going into production. Also great stuff for kite rigging, vine 

lacing and many other things." 

 

Mike, WA6ARA wrote, "What you want is Mil-T-43435. It is 

better than a cord, it is a flat weave tape, nylon, and waxed. It 

is made for cable lacing but is use now in the parachute in-

dustry as ñsuper tackò. Item T1050 at http://

www.paragear.com" 

 

So, there you have it. Links to show you how to do it, and a 

couple more links for where to find the lacing material. I now 

expect all of our homebrew to look a lot neater. 

The Lost Art of Cable Lacing  

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 



Orlando  Contest Dinner and 

Supersuite - 2011 

By Chris Plumblee WF3C  
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The 2011 Florida Contest Group Contest 

Dinner and SuperSuite was again a great 

success, thanks to the support of the FCG 

membership as well as a number of guests who came in 

to Orlando from out of town. In summarizing the events 

of the weekend, let me first thank the club for sponsor-

ing the event, and specifically let me thank K4LQ, 

K1TO, K5KG, K8NZ, and W4LT for their contributions 

above and beyond the call of duty. 

 

In addition to club members contributing their time and 

effort, we could never have held the event without the 

kind assistance of our sponsors. Yaesu was again the 

primary sponsor of the event, and donated a brand new 

FT-950 as the grand prize in the raffle. In addition, 

K4ZA donated a copy of his new book, Antenna Towers 

for the Radio Amateur. K4AC donated a number of 

FCG-branded items from his business, Amateur Outfit-

ters. The ARRL provided a number of NCJ subscrip-

tions, in addition to a new edition of the ARRL Hand-

book and ON4UNôs Low-Band DXing book, and K1TO 

donated a pair of gift certificates 50% off tower work 

from A1 Tower Service. CQ Communications also do-

nated two one-year subscriptions to CQ Magazine. The 

prize list was long, so I will summarize the winners of 

the main prizes shortly. 

 

Following dinner, NS3T gave a very well-received ad-

dress that touched on ways that he uses his contesting 

background in his day job as a reporter for a number of 

talk radio stations around the country, in addition to his 

most prominent job as the Washington correspondent 

for the nationally-syndicated Neal Boortz Show. His 

description of how he steals time after his kids and wife 

go to bed to contest from his home station, which con-

sists of wires in trees, is distressingly familiar to me as 

well as many other FCG members, Iôm sure. 

 

Perhaps the highlight of Jamieôs speech was his sum-

mary of how he uses Writelog and recorded voice files 

to contest on SSB. He can do an entire SSB contest 

without touching his microphone, including sending the 

other stationôs callsign and all elements of the exchange. 

That sparked a lot of discussion from many of the cw-

only ops in the room, some of whom avowed they might 

actually try to run in a phone contest if they didnôt have 

to actually talk to do so.                                                                                                                              

Following Jamieôs speech and a question and answer 

session for the crowd, many of those in attendance ad-

journed to W4LTôs pileup simulator to try their hand at 

the SSB or the CW pileup tests.  Letôs extend a hearty 

congratulations to AD4Z/HI3A, who took first place in 

both phone and CW pileup competitions despite the 

presence of two nostrils (an inside joke which will be-

come apparent if you read Julioôs email signature). 

Other top finishers on CW include K9JF and K9LA, 

doing the black hole proud and ending up tied for sec-

ond place. K5KG finished fourth, after ties, at decoding 

the dits and dahs. On SSB, following close behind 

AD4Z were phone contester extraordinaire K4XS and 

our guest speaker NS3T, who tied for second. Some-

what to the chagrin of the other phone contesters there, 

N6AR, who makes no secret of his preference for 

RTTY and CW (not necessarily in that order), came in 

fourth. 

 

Finally, the raffle (for which dinner tickets served as 

entry tickets) capped the excitement of the evening. The 

winners of the 50% off tower work certificates from 

K1TO were AA4HP and HI3CC, both of whom own 

large stations. Anyone who has had a station with more 

than one tower can well imagine how these multi-tower 

stations might benefit from some professional mainte-

nance. The winner of the latest edition ARRL Hand-

book was W4LT, and the ON4UN Low-Band DXing 

book was taken home by new member K4GRD. Finally, 

all the tickets from all previous winners were put back 

into the barrel, and WH7YL, XYL of K4XS drew 

WA4FJKôs ticket to take home the FT-950. Steve was 

visiting WF3C for the hamfest and was persuaded to 

come to the dinner when Chris promised to pay for his 

ticket. He left with the first radio heôs owned since be-

ing licensed in 1976 thatôs still in production. He prom-

ised to make as many QSOs as possible with his new 

radio in FQP 2011 from his home near Raleigh, NC. 

 

Thanks again to the club members who came to Or-

lando and supported the FCG Contest Dinner and Su-

perSuite 2011. We will do the event again in 2012 , so 

mark your calendars for Friday, February 10 2012, and 

plan to attend the Dayton of the Southeast. 
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Chowline just before breakdown when K4LQ 

finally  got there :<)  
Digginô in  

Above:  Chowline moves along.  

 

 

 

Below: Chris WF3C, Dan K1TO at head table.  

Above: Overall 

view of eating 

area 

 

 
 

 

Left: Featured 

Speaker Jamie 

Dupree NS3T 


