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Well happy summer to various and sun-
dry across the FCG. I hope everyone is 
enjoying their summer so far. If youôre in 
Florida, I hope youôre indoors for most of 

it...itôs hot out there! 
 
I understand a couple of weeks ago there 
was an outstanding opening on 6m to JA; if your interests run in 
that direction I hope that youôre able to find some time to be on 
VHF this summer. Coming up in a couple of weeks is the CQWW 
VHF contest, which has been an opportunity for our own K1TO 
and N4BP to acquit themselves very spectacularly in the past.  

 

If your interests run more toward HF contests, then this weekend 
promises the only summertime DX contest, the IARU HF Champi-
onship (formerly known as RadioSport Contest). With its nice mix 

of ñanyone works anyoneò and bonuses for DX contacts, it can be 
a diverting way to spend a few hours. It runs from 1200z on Satur-
day to 1159z on Sunday, so (for those of us on EDT) it starts at 
8am on Saturday and is over at 7:59am on Sunday. 

 

The big club news recently is the rollout of the FCGôs Frequent 
Contester Program. K4SBZ has more information about the specif-
ic rules of the program elsewhere in this issue, so thereôs no need 
to belabor those issues at this time. Iôll share a little bit about the 
purpose of the program and try to answer a few of the questions 
that Iôve been asked so far. 

 

We took a survey several months ago that revealed that a signifi-
cant fraction of our membership had not submitted a log to a con-
test sponsor in the prior year. FCP is designed to incentivize mem-
bers to operate contests and submit their log. Itôs aimed primarily 
at single-ops; there are provisions for multi-op points but you will 

accumulate points much faster as a single-op. 

 

The committee purposefully did not restrict the contests where you 
can earn FCP points very much. Major contests, minor contests, 
contests with club competition programs, contests without club 

competition programs all are eligible. The committee decided that 
the weekly contests (CWTs, Phone Phrays, NS Sprints) were not 
eligible because there are so many of them, but pretty much any 
other contest regardless of mode is fair game. 

 

More questions about how the program is run, any questions about 
which contests are eligible, and questions about how your points 
are accumulated should be directed to K4SBZ at 
fcg.contesting@gmail.com. 

 

A couple of weekends ago was ARRL Field Day. KT4Q organized 
a 5A operation at K5AUPôs airport in northern Orange County.  
 

Thanks to N4KM we were able to use K4OJ as the primary call for 
our 5A FD effort. Thanks to KT4Q for organizing the operation, 
thanks to K5AUP for hosting at his airport, and thanks to the rest of 
the operators for helping set up and tear down five stations worth of 

antennas and coax in the 94 degree heat on Friday and Saturday 
and Sunday afternoon. I hope everyone else got something out of 
FD this year. Even if you didnôt travel to your local repeater club to 
evangelize, you can make contesters and FCG look good by operat-
ing from home (if thatôs your preference) and demonstrating to 
everyone who works you how to make QSOs efficiently and quick-
ly. I was particularly impressed by N4BPôs battery-powered (see 
what I did there?) effort from his home station in SFL, though I 

know there were any number of other FCG members who took the 
opportunity to lead their local clubôs FD effort and/or who made an 
appearance at their local clubôs operation to help put some QSOs in 
the log. 
 

I recall many years ago that there were a number of contest clubs 

who ran an intra-club competition at Field Day, with a prescribed 

class and number of transmitters but with the details left up to the 

individual club teams. With our club members scattered from Pen-

sacola to Miami (for those who are within the state of Florida) it 

may be impractical to split into two teams, but if there is any inter-

est in arranging a competition of that nature, please feel free to 

bring it up on the reflector 

 

Iôve rambled on quite long enough, I think. Please review closely 

K4SBZôs article in this issue about the FCP. If you have any ques-
tions or need clarification, please ask either on the reflector or di-
rect to Stan via email. 
73/OJ, 
Chris W4WF 

mailto:fcg.contesting@gmail.com
https://k5kg.smugmug.com/Ham/Melbourne-Hamfest-2016/i-9tp9cFX
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(Continued on Page 23) 

K1KNQ, K1TO, K4LQ, K4SBZ, K5KG, K9VV, KT4Q, 

KU8E, N4BP, N4EEB, K90U. NX4N, VE7ZO, W1YL, 

W4WF,  The ARRL Letter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen White learned Morse Code 
while in high school, during WW-

II. In 1946 she was first licensed 

and has since been active on CW as 
W2RBU W6YYM KH6QI 

W1YYM and W1YL. For 25 years 

Ellen was on the staff of the Ameri-
can Radio Relay League. Her activity over the years 

Orlando  DXCC WAZ. She was instrumental in estab-

lishing two active contest clubs, Murphyôs Marauders 

(which evolved into the Yankee Clipper Contest Club) 
and the Florida Contest Group. Her OM was W1CW of 

DXCC management fame (now SK) and son K4OJ, 

Florida Contest Club president (now SK). Ellen spent 
many years recording QST on tape for sightless hams, 

through the US Library of Congress talking book pro-

gram. For several years she has been using the W7RN 

remote in Nevada to stay active on 40 meter CW as 

W1YL/7, usually on 40 meter CW around 1000Z. 

Ellen White, W1YL, the grand dame of DXing, served 
as the ARRL'S deputy Communications Manager, was 

QST magazine's DX editor, recorded QST on tape for 

the Library of Congress's talking book program for the 

visually-impaired, and was instrumental in the founding 
of Murphy's Marauders (the predecessor of today's 

Yankee Clipper Contest Club) and the Florida Contest 

Group. She was also recently awarded Russia's E.T. 
Krenkel Medal for outstanding global contributions to 

amateur radio. 

Ellen White W1YL awarded Russiaôs E. T. 

Krenkel medal  for outstanding global 

contributions to Amateur Radio  

Ellen White W1YL  inducted into the CQ 

Amateur Radio Hall of Fame 
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Orlando Contest  Banquet Pictures     

by John N9OU 

Andy Blank N2NT, featured speaker at the Banquet. 

Andy is a recent inductee into the CQ Hall of Fame.  He has 

been director of the CQ WW 160 Meter Contest (CW and 

SSB), and served as Director for WRTC in 2014.  You may 

have worked him from his mountaintop station in V4, as 
V47NT or V47T. 

L-R Larry N6AR and Bob WX4G hand out tickets to paid 

attendees 

Pete N8PR chats with Steve M0RTI 

Prize Table  

Jack K1KNQ chats with Steve NN4X 
Janet Margelli KL7MF and Ellen  W1YL 
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Dan K1TO awards prize certificate To Bennie KI4ITX 

    George K5KG hands prize to Lisa W4LIS  

Angel WP3R and Jim WA3FET 

Jim K8MR (right) chats with Steve AA8HH (center) and  

Dave K8DV (left) 

Andy N2NT and Tim K3LR 

Wayne N4FP and Marty N4GL  

 

 

 

 

 

Right: 

Ed NX4TT and Lee KX4TT 



Ed. Note - George K5KG operated the ARRL CW DX 
Contest from Montserrat as VP2MSS.  Other operators 
included K1DG, K1QX, K1XX and W1MD.  Before and 
after the contest George operated as VP2MKG.  

George did an  extensive article for the Gazette on his 
trip to Montserrat last year, so this coverage is limited. 
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VP2MKG/VP2MSS Photos Feb 2019 

The 60 foot tower and TH-6 at the Gingerbread Hill house 

Craig K1QX in background, Marty W1MD in fore-

ground, operating VP2MSS 

Elecraft KPA500  and ICE 419 Bandpass Filter  

Fiberglass Pole supporting  a K9AY Rx Loop 

Charlie K1XX taking his turn at the action 

A VP2M  Sunset 
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Checking out the antennas Yes Virginia, there are radials! 

High Power Bandpass Filters and Triplexer Matching Unit for 160 Meter Folded Counterpoise 

Mixed in with the flora, there are some fauna Looking our to sea from VP2M  
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Editorôs Note:  George K5KG recently became an FOC 

member and attended the FOC get-together at Lafayette LA.  

Below are pictures of some attendees you may know  as a 

result of their being quite active on the air. 

²р Ch/  DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 
[ŀŦŀȅŜǧŜΣ [!  

Art K5ZD 

Al W1FJ and Eric NM5M  

 Marv N5AW and Rob K6RB 

Bert W5ZR  

Orville K5VWW and Richard K5NA 

Bill AK5X and Dave W0VX  
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K4OJ  MM FQP Summary 

 
K4OJ/m had a great time but after 5 years of fairly bug-free operations (except Love Bugs) we had to work through our own 

special spelling bee:  

M-U-R-P-H-Y 
 

First, the numbers (approx- still integrating logs): 
 Band     QSOs     Pts  Mul  Pt/Q 

     7        1437     5744   14   4.0 

    14       2038     8152   53   4.0 

    21             5         20    0   4.0 

 Total    3480   13916   67   4.0 

Score: 932,372 

1 Mult = 51.9 Q's 

 

K4OJ Max Rates: 

20m: 
2019-04-27 1823Z - 5.0 per minute  (1 minute(s)), 300 per hour by  K0LUZ 

2019-04-28 1846Z - 3.8 per minute  (10 minute(s)), 228 per hour by  K0LUZ 
2019-04-28 1933Z - 2.8 per minute  (60 minute(s)), 170 per hour by  K0LUZ 

 

40-15m: 
2019-04-28 0108Z - 5.0 per minute  (1 minute(s)), 300 per hour by  N4KM 

2019-04-28 0114Z - 3.5 per minute  (10 minute(s)), 210 per hour by  N4KM 

2019-04-28 0114Z - 2.6 per minute  (60 minute(s)), 157 per hour by N4KM 

 

But these numbers don't tell the whole story - if you're interested, read on. 

 

After the five previous years taking a hiatus, "Murph and Magic Tones" decided to ride along for the entire trip while trying 

everything to make us sing the Blues. 
Team K4OJ had their share of troubles, both big and small. But Jake, Elwood and uh, well, Red were on a Mission...we have a 

full tank, it's dark and we're wearing sunglasses. 

 

The First Problem was a Biggie- total station rebuild: 
My faithful old Suburban finally needed to be retired at more than 400,000 miles.  Boy I miss that reliable friend - it had met 

our multi-multi mobile needs just perfectly.  The new vehicle, a 2017 Sequoia, was just that - new.  So this year was 'square one' 

of everything from the antenna systems and mounts, operator stations and ergonomics, power distribution, cabling and much 

more minutia.  Design work started last September and it was clear that there were simply going to be more compromises to 

form, fit and function with this smaller(!) vehicle for multi-multi use. 

Everything came together though and by early February I had the stations and antenna farm built and generally working FB- 

low SWR's, stable and strong mechanical and electrical functionality, and a nice low noise floor (not easy in a vehicle plus gen-
erator). All but just one problem remained - how hard could that be, hmmmm? 

 

The proverbial Pachyderm in the Pantry: 
Inter-Station interference, specifically 40m RFI getting into 20m rx, was Elephant sized and stubborn as a mule.  I tried, literally 

daily, for 2 months to mitigate it without success.  I managed several EMI labs for years and, while not an expert, I do know my 

way around most of the problems - not so with this devilish delight.  Red and Kevin even came over for a full day of trouble-

shooting, mods and additional testing but this beast kept snarling at us. 

In the end, we decided we'd have to just live with it for this year - or go to just one transmitter.  In the end, Red and Kevin pro-

nounced, 'Damn the Torpedoes, let's go!". 

 

So the entire FQP was spent with Red fighting S6-8 QRM from the other station.  And, great operator that he is - he *still* 

made over 2000 QSO's!  There was a whole layer of signals he just couldn't pull through - our apologies to those we couldn't 
work.  I am just amazed at Red's tremendous operating talent and his sheer tenacity in putting up with that QRM for 20 hours - 

wow!  Now that's an A-1 op! At the same time, Kevin - ever the patient team player - would reduce power when 20m was really 

hopping.  Many, many of you worked him for hours on 40m when he was running just 15-30 Watts on 40m!  This is a terrific 

example of his selfless teamwork and operator saavy, and even with these handicaps he made about the same number of QSOas 

last year (more than 1400!). Awesome performance! 

FQP Summaries and Pictures 
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I  am just stunned how these guys worked together to make our outing a success.  Not our biggest score, but a well-deserved 

victory over the obstacles we faced with this RFI issue.  And we plan to beat this RFI thing into submission by next year.  

 

But don't stop reading here - Murphy had *much* more in store for us: 
 

Curve ball turned Spitball: 
Just 5 minutes after the start of the contest, RFI was no longer an issue because our 20m K3 died- wah!  Kevin had brought his 

TS-590SG as a back up and after pulling one rig, installing the other and jury-rigging cable differences with spit and electrical 

tape an hour just vanished. No 20m QSO's at the start of the contest (aargh!). The 590 was new to Red so he had to learn it's 

knobs and functions on the fly - yep, one tough operator! 

BTW, our other K3 loaned by Jim K5AUP (thanks Jim!) worked flawlessly the whole time. 

 

The starting hour we lost meant we had to skip PUT/CLA counties but we caught back up on our route and kept going.   That is 

until 10 counties later when we pulled in for a quick gas/nature break.  During this break two more signs of Murph: 

a) No TP or Paper Towels in the bathroom 

b) Our generator suddenly died and stations went dark - !@#$#@!%^ 
After a few minutes of troubleshooting it was apparent that the external fuel tank line had cracked so the gennie ran until there 

was no more gas in it's internal tank.  We made brief repairs to the line, filled up the genie tank (good thing this happened at a 

gas stop!) and we were again on our way.  But we lost another half an hour in the process. 

 

But don't stop reading here - Murphy had *much* more in store for us: 

 

 

Saturday Night Live that almost wasn't- 
Because of the skipped counties, we were able to squeeze in a unplanned stop in PIN during the last 15 minutes of the day - 

gotta keep those rates up!  But of course, Murphy took another shot.  Just as we crossed that county line, the 20m WinKey 

stopped working.  The pileups were incredible so those last 15 minutes Red was sending furiously by hand. 
 

Yeah! The Day was Finally Done!   

Home was nearby and my wife Lili had a nice warm meal of baked chicken/sides/dessert ready.  Off to bed, early to rise... 

 

Day 2 arrived and we affirmed, "Today will be better!" - or will it??? 
 

Some minor annoyances by Mr. M  Sunday included a fussy seatbelt alarm and another bathroom problem (this time out of 

order; sorry ladies!).  We made great time working our way South down our sunny state until we hit the Dragon - Collier 

County.  We had to trudge through that monster for nearly an hour before we hit our favorite spot at Monroe County.  The 

pileups were wonderful, even with K2ZR/4 active there all weekend. QRP Kevin and QRM Red made the most of their situa-

tions and the logs quickly filled thanks to those who tracked us. 

 

BE A BETTER BRO 

Our Final Murphy entrapment hit us just going into Broward County - total police blockage of US27 (pretty much the only way 

to go north unless you go 20 miles more east) - Yikes!  And there was full-on Police Activity - blockages, road controls, etc - 

all across the county.  We know because we traveled all over that county trying to get North.  I-95 was a parking lot and even 

small streets had more police presence.  

Dead body? Hazardous Spill? Zombie Invasion?  We'll never know but I have never seen anything like it.  N4BP - be glad you 

were working Remote! 

 

Kevin had to multi-task operating and helping us plan a route out of this purgatory.  Finally we hit Boca in PAL using back 

roads and then hopped on the Turnpike, escaping BRO but not until a precious Hour (!!!!)  was lost trapped there. 

 
By this time we were keenly aware that 5-years of bad karma had just caught up with us in a single year. 

We were all exhausted - traffic, RFI and  hardware problems - what else?  Oh, it then started to rain.. 

 

But we pressed on, the sun came out again and although we had to skip about 4 more counties at least we got out of South FL! 

We even managed to get back to our LAK starting point to make up for the no-op beginning there.   

 



Closeup of feedpoint RFI mitigation (lots going on if you 

look closely!) 

Copper EMI foil grounds antenna plate to SUV roof. 
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I'm really proud of how we never gave up, and ended up with a respectable score as a result.  Certainly we have much improve-

ments to make but Murphy would not dare come back a 2nd year in a row, right? 

 

In closing,  we'd like to sincerely thank our great Out-Of-State ops that make FQP terrific for all of us on this end while operating 

Fixed, Mobile or Expedition. YOU are the ones that really make FQP special.  We hope you had fun too! 
Huge thanks to my verrrry FB teammates Red K0LUZ and Kevin N4KM - you're the best!  I am proud to call you friends. Man, 

you guys are real competitors too. 

 

Kudos to our key FQP movers and shakers: 

Our amazingly A1 FQP VP Dan K1TO, our super FCG Prez Chris W4WF, our FB FCG and FQP Groups admin George K5KG 

and our very dedicated website admin/guru Seb W4AS.  Your endless efforts continue to make our Party the best! 

Thanks to our FL Fixed stations - you are our Foundation for County coverage and we always can count on you.  Also want to 

give a shout out to our fellow road warriors - whether mobile or expedition,  you help take the FQP to a level of excitement rare-

ly seen in other QSO parties.  I'm am hoping others will give it a 'mobile go' next year - the fun is definitely worth the trip. 

 

Special thanks to Chuck NO5W and Bob K0RC for their endless support for FQP with their simply Outstanding County tracking 

tools - Chuck and Bob, you both rock! 
Finally, sincere appreciation to Bruce WA7BNM for his Log Upload submission tool easy peasy - thanks! 

 

NOW - who is ready for FQP 2020?  

Bet I made ya smile... :-) 
 

CU THEN - 73/OJ, 

Chris, NX4N 

Captain and VP Latrines - team K4OJ/m 

 

. 

 

нлмф bŜǿ YпhW aƻōƛƭŜ Cvt {ŜǘǳǇ tƛŎǘǳǊŜŜǎ όb·пbύ 
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First mechanical test drive of antennas and antenna mount on 

NX4N Sequoia 

K0LUZ and N4KM enjoying their new operation positions! 

K0LUZ and N4KM get ready for the preliminary K4OJ road 

test. 

K4OJ MM Mobile - 20 M  station setup.  

K4OJ MM Mobile - 40m and 15m station setup. 
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K4OJ MM Mobile - bandpass filter bank 

K4OJ MM Mobile - Our shack took an unexpected ñhitò.  

K4OJ  MM Mobile - Radios strapped in for the ride ! 

Kevin N4KM checks out the 40m and 15m station and      

antennas 

New Antenna Mounting Plate for the Sequoia. K4OJ MM Mobile - Single Multi-

band Antenna for quadriplexer RFI 

experiment.  


